BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
856 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012
Telephone (213) 974-4111 / FAX (213) 613-1739

HILDA L. SOLIS
SUPERVISOR, FIRST DISTRICT

July 8, 2022

Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area Steering Committee
Safe, Clean Water Program
Los Angeles County Public Works
900 S. Fremont Ave
Alhambra, CA 91803

RE:

The Nature Conservancy's Bowtie Demonstration Project, Safe Clean
Water Program (SCWP) Regional Infrastructure Program Proposal

Dear Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area Steering Committee,
On behalf of Los Angeles County's First Supervisorial District, I strongly support the aboveentitled request from The Nature Conservancy (the Conservancy) for project implementation
funding for the Bowtie Demonstration Project (the Project) along the Los Angeles River. The
scope of work proposed by the Conservancy aligns well with the mission of the Safe Clean
Water Program (SCWP), and its vision to improve water quality and enhance communities.
Funding from the SCWP is crucial for the Conservancy to implement a multi-benefit habitat
enhancement and stormwater capture project at the Los Angeles-River. The Conservancy
previously completed a feasibility study and selected the CA State Parks' Bowtie Parcel in
Northeast Los Angeles as the best project site to achieve the goals of habitat enhancement,
water quality improvements, and increased public access. The Conservancy is partnering
closely with CA State Parks on the Project which will daylight a storm drain and create a
natural arroyo and spreading basin to enhance native habitat and manage wet and dry weather
runoff at the river. The Project includes educational interpretive elements, walking paths, and
lookout points. Once implemented, the Project will increase habitat and biodiversity, improve
water quality, and contribute to a robust network of publicly-owned open spaces along the Los
Angeles River. The Project will also increase community resiliency in the face of climate
change by increasing the number of trees and other vegetation at the site location, reducing
local heat island effects, improving air quality, and increasing shade, carbon reduction, and
carbon sequestration. The Conservancy aims to be shovel ready by mid-2023.
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On behalf of Los Angeles County's First Supervisorial District, I support the content and
immediacy of this funding request and urge the Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area
Steering Committee to approve the proposal. Thank you for your attention, and please feel free
to contact Aydin Pasebani, Environmental & Special Projects Deputy at
AyPasebani@bos.lacounty.gov or at 213-974-4111 if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

\keh
t
./6
HILDA L. SOLIS
Supervisor, First District
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ElysianValley Riverside Neighborhood Council
PO Box 39522
Los Angeles, CA 90039
Message Phone: (323) 448-0038
Website: https://myevrnc.com

EVRNC Executive Board:
President: Carrie Sutkin
Vice President: Maria Elena Barboza
Treasurer: Christine Louise Mills
Secretary: Carey McDonald

July 13, 2022
Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area Steering Committee
Safe Clean Water LA
LA County Public Works Headquarters
900 S. Fremont Ave, Alhambra, CA 91803
SafeCleanWaterLA@pw.lacounty.gov
Re: The Nature Conservancy's Bowtie Demonstration Project, Safe Clean Water Program
(SCWP) Regional Infrastructure Program proposal
Dear Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area Steering Committee,
The Elysian Valley Riverside Neighborhood Council strongly supports the above entitled request from
The Nature Conservancy for project implementation funding for the Bowtie Demonstration Project
along the Los Angeles River in Glassell Park. The scope of work proposed by the Nature Conservancy
aligns well with the mission of LA County's Measure W- Safe, Clean Water Program (SCWP), and its
vision to improve water quality and enhance communities.
Funding from LA County's Safe Clean Water Program is crucial for the Nature Conservancy to
implement a multi-benefit habitat enhancement and stormwater capture project at the Los Angeles River.
The Nature Conservancy previously completed a feasibility study and selected the California State
Parks' Bowtie Parcel in Northeast Los Angeles, accessible by auto from Casitas Drive in North
Atwater, as the best project site to achieve the goals of habitat enhancement, water quality
improvements, and increased public access. The Nature Conservancy is partnering closely with
California State Parks on the Bowtie Demonstration Project which will daylight a storm drain and create
a natural arroyo and spreading basin to enhance native habitat and manage wet and dry weather runoff at
the river. The Bowtie Demonstration Project includes educational interpretive elements, walking paths,
and lookout points. If the site is cleaned and remediated under the supervision of Department of Toxics
and Substance Control, it is expected that the Bowtie Demonstration Project will increase habitat and
biodiversity, improve water quality, and contribute to a robust network of publicly-owned open spaces
along the Los Angeles River region. The Bowtie Demonstration Project may increase community
resiliency- in the face of climate change by increasing the number of trees and other vegetation at the
site location, reducing local heat island effects, improving air quality, and increasing shade, carbon
reduction, and carbon sequestration. The Nature Conservancy aims to be shovel ready by mid-2023
The Elysian Valley Riverside Neighborhood Council, 9-YES, 2-NO, voted July 13, 2022 to send this
support letter for this funding request and urge the Upper Los Angeles River Watershed Area Steering
Committee to approve the proposal.
Si)cerely,

'rrie Sutkin, President, EVRNC

Public Comment Form
Name:*

_________________________________
Karen
Barnett

Organization*: ___________________________
Los Angeles Resident

Email*:

_________________________________
karenbarnett@sbcglobal.net

Phone*: ________________________________
323 538 2661

Meeting: Safe,
__________________________________
Date: Upper
__________________________________
Clean Water Program Watershed Area Steering Committee
10/5/22
Los Angeles River
□ LA County Public Works may contact me for clarification about my comments
✔
*Per Brown Act, completing this information is optional. At a minimum, please include an identifier so that you
may be called upon to speak.

Phone participants and the public are encouraged to submit public comments (or a request to make a public
comment) to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov. All public comments will become part of the official record.
Please complete this form and email to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov by at least 5:00pm the day prior to
the meeting with the following subject line: “Public Comment: [Watershed Area] [Meeting Date]”
(ex. “Public Comment: USGR 4/8/20”).

Comments

____________________________________________________
item 7, b, ii: Regional Pathogen Reduction Study
Presentation by Gateway Water Management Authority. The latest science will be used to
____________________________________________________
support the reduction of human pathogens and protect human health.
____________________________________________________
Comments based on "Scientific Studies Presentations Meeting Minutes Attachment"
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
This sounds like a good decision-making tool. Unfortunately, it lacks too many details and
specifics to commit public funds to at this point.
____________________________________________________
They have requested $2,328,277.14 from ULAR, the largest of the 8.5 million they seek. This
____________________________________________________
request is made without team references and specifics on the outreach, sampling process,
____________________________________________________
analysis, and methodology. There are no timelines for deliverables by task or otherwise. All this
is a bit problematic… What are you buying with the public funds?
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Almost everything in the presentation document is general… specifics should be required before
funding this “scientific” study.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Cost & Schedule: The tasks and accompanying descriptions need more information and details
on the costs. What are the locations for the sampling in the ULART area? Atwater Village in the
____________________________________________________
Glendale Narrows needs testing on an ongoing base as we have folks using the LA River for
____________________________________________________
fishing, homeless bathing/cleaning/eating, and users in the Recreation zone downstream.
____________________________________________________
How (and where) is this funding helping ULAR, the LA River, and Atwater Village users? I don’t
see any specific information in this document.
To review the guidance documents and for more information, visit www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org

The request for ULAR is the highest of all shown on Page 9 - $2,328,277.14
Note the doubling request for year 4: $898,947.80
years: (note possible error on year 4 2x – it should be year 5?

