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W atershedCoordinator
Activities



W C Activities
sinceL ast

W AS C
M eeting

(9-20-2022)

• EvaluatedL R S projectsinR ioHondoW atershedArea

• R eview edsubm ittedFeasibility S tudiesforKinneloaand
M ercedAveprojects

• P articipatedinprogressm eetingsforW ashingtonP ark
(T R P )Feasibility S tudy;relatedcoordination

• Coordinatedw ithconsultantteam andproject
proponentsfrom S outhElM onteHS (T R P )Feasibility
S tudy

• R eview edm aterialsandcoordinatedw ithconsultants
andprojectproponentsre:S ierraM adreGreenS treet
(T R P )feasibility study
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W C Activities
sinceL ast

W AS C
M eeting

(Continued)

• W orkedw ithCity staffandconsultantsw ithCity of
T em pleCity aboutprojectconceptforpotentialfuture
projectintheCity

• Attended S ustainableConservationw ebinarre:R esilience
throughR estoration

• Attended L AN IO urW ater,O urFuturew orkshop

• R eview ed credittradingprogram

• Coordinatedw ithnew W AS C m em bersre:settingup
individualinterview s

• Coordinatedre:settingupam unicipal-focused
educationaleventthroughtheS GVCO G

• P articipatedinW atershed Coordinatorm onthly m eeting

• P reparedm onthly reportfortheS CW P
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W C Activities
sinceL ast

W AS C
M eeting

(Continued)

• P articipatedinS B 54 w ebinar

• M onitoredS GV Greenw ay N etw orkS trategic
Im plem entationP lanS copingS ession

• P articipatedinL osAngelesP erm itGroupm eeting

• Analyzedexisting,proposed,andpotentialprojectsin
EatonW ash

• Conductedprelim inary analysisofpotentialproject
sitesinAlham braW ash,R ubioW ash,ArcadiaW ash,
S antaAnitaW ash,andS aw pitW ash
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P lanned
U pcom ing

Activity
Focus

• Continuedcoordinationre:developm entofa
projectconceptinornearT em pleCity

• Continuedresearchandsupportre:L R S projects

• W orkw ithS GVCO G oneducationalevent

• Coordinatew ithneighboringW atershed
Coordinatorsand/orcom m unity-based
organizationsw ithintheW atershedAreare:next
outreachevents

• Continuedresearchonpotentialfutureprojectsites
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R eporton
CaliforniaBacteria

S um m it

R ichardW atson,W atershedCoordinator
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Background

• W idespreadconcernam ongM S 4
P erm itteesandconsultantsregardinguse
ofFecalIndicatorBacteria(FIB)W ater
Q uality S tandards

• GreatforP O T W sbutterriblefor
storm w aterinw etw eatherbecauseof
w idespreaddistributionofdefecating
anim als.

• M ajorreasontheR egionalP athogen
S tudy w asapprovedby fiveW AS Cs



Developm ent
ofS um m it

• S um m itplannedandhostedjointly by S tate
W aterBoardandCAS Q A afterayearof
planningonS eptem ber14,15,and16 in
S acram ento.

• Coastkeepersandotherenvironm ental
groupsoptedoutatlastm inute

• Hadtoattendinpersontoaskquestions
andparticipateinsm allgroupdiscussion
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S tructureof
S um m it

• Em phasisonw atersthataresafetosw im (R EC-1)
andshellfishthataresafetoeat(S HEL L )

• Day 1 -presentationsanddiscussionsrelatedto
currentw aterquality standards

• Day 2 -presentationsanddiscussionsrelatedto
understandingthecurrentsituation,opportunities,
andem ergingim plem entationapproaches

• Day 3 -identificationofneededregulationsand
researchforachievingw atersthataresafetosw im
andshellfishthataresafetoeat(near-term and
long-term )
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R esults

• S everalgreatpresentations,includingoneby a
representativeofU S EP A,theAssistantE.O .
from S anFranciscoBay R egionalW aterBoard,
andseveralscientists

• Generalagreem entthatchangesareneeded,
w ithem phasisonriskanalysisusingcurrent
science

• W illbeafollow -up

• VideorecordingsandP DFsofpresentations
availableat
https://w w w.casqa.org/events/bacteria-
sum m it
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IdeasR egarding
L R S P rojectsand
FutureP athogen

R equirem ents

R ichardW atson,W atershedCoordinator
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Background

• O riginalL R S agreem entw asapprovedin2016and
addendum toreviseactionsfortheAlham braW ash,
EatonW ash,andR ubioW ashw asdevelopedin2017

• N eitheroriginalagreem entnoraddendum
consideredupstream w atercaptureprojectssince
they precededvoterapprovalofM easureW

• L astyeartheW atershedCoordinatorteam w as
askedtoreview previously approvedandproposed
projectsandiscurrently exam iningrelationships
betw eenapprovedprojectsandpotentialfuture
projectstosupportfutureW AS C decisionm aking.

• Issueofprojectrelationshipsw ascentraltoapproval
ofVincentL ugoP arkprojectduringthelastprogram
year



Current
S ituation

• Finaldesignoftheprojectsnearthem outhsof
thethreew ashesisabout6 m onthsbehind
schedule

• U S Arm y CorpsofEngineers’ approvalw illtake
another6-12 m onths

• S eptem ber23,2023 isakey date-finalW L As
aresupposedtobeachieved

• Inam id-S eptem ber2022 L R S m eetingtheCity
ofP asadenam adeapresentationabout
concernsw iththeproject,andanotherm eeting
isscheduledforO ctober17.
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R ecom m endations

• T osavem oney,theprojectsshouldberight-
sizedafterprobablefutureupstream
projectsareanalyzed.

• Inthem eantim e,thecurrentdesignprocess
shouldbecom pleted.

• Constructionshouldbepostponeduntilthe
W AS C hasabetterunderstandingoffuture
relationshipsbetw eencurrentandfuture
projects.
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R esearchon
P otential

M icroplastic
R equirem entsand

P ossibleIm pactson
R ioHondoP rojects

R ichardW atson,W atershedCoordinator



Background
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• Forlastcoupleofyears,w ehavebeenm onitoring
researchandpossiblestorm w aterregulations
concerningm icroplastics

• CAS Q A’sT rueS ourceControlS ubcom m itteehashad
representativesofboththeS tateW aterBoardandthe
O ceanP rotectionCouncilm akepresentations
concerningm icroplastics

• O nFebruary 23,2022 theO ceanP rotectionCouncil
approvedacom prehensiveS tatew ideM icroplastics
S trategy,w hichw asm andated by S B 1263 in2018

• EarliertheS tateW aterBoardhaddefined
m icroplasticsassyntheticparticlesw ithatleastthree
dim ensionsrangingfrom 1 nanom eterto5 m illim eters
insize



CurrentS ituation

• O neofO ceanP rotectionCouncil’s“ solutions” is
P athw ay Interventions,andtheCouncilhas
identifiedstorm w aterasam ajorpathw ay for
m icroplasticstoreachtheocean

• S tateW aterBoardhasbeenfocusedondrinking
w aterbutisexpectedtoadoptstorm w ater
regulationsform icroplasticsw ithinafew years

• ExistingBM P scanhandlem acroplasticsandthe
largerm icroplastics,especially indry w eather

• Highflow soverw helm BM P sexceptstorm w ater
capture,w hichw illbepartially effectivein
addressingm icroplastics
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P otentialIm pacts
onR ioHondo

W AS C P rojects

• L ikely pressureform orew atercaptureprojects

• P robableneedfortreatm enttrainsforpre-
treatm entandpost-treatm ent

• M oreresearchlikely needed

• N eedtocoordinatew ithS tateandR egional
W aterBoardsasw ellasN GO s
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R esearchonCurrent
andFutureM etals
R equirem entsand

P ossibleIm pactson
R ioHondoW AS C

P rojects

R ichardW atson,W atershedCoordinator



Background
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• W ehavebeenw orkingsince2018togetthe
R egionalW aterBoardtosw itchfrom CA T oxics
R ulestandardforcoppertobioticligandm odel
(BL M )standardrecom m endedby U S EP A in2007

• R egionalBoardagreedduringthe2017-18
T riennialR eview tom akethechangesbuthasnot
yetdoneso

• W ehavesinceattem ptedtogettheR egional
Boardtochangebothcopperandzinctobiotic
ligandm odelstandardsatthesam etim ebecause
variablestobem onitoredarethesam e,although
them odelsaredifferent



CurrentS ituation

• S taffsaysthey w illproceedw ithcopperbut
havenotcom m ittedtochangingzincstandard

• Zinctendstobethecriticalm etalpollutant
becausethereisatruesourcecontrolm easure
forcopper(S B 346 – thebrakepadbill)butw e
donotyethaveatruesourcecontrolm easure
forzinc

• T heR egionalW aterBoardiscoordinatingw ith
theS tateW aterBoard,andbotharein
consultationw iththeInternationalZinc
Association

• W eneedactiononbothm etalssoonerrather
thanlater
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R ecom m endations

• T estim ony from ElectedO fficialsfrom S GV
Citiesshouldberequested

• Ifappropriate,theW AS C couldsendaletter
totheR egionalW aterBoard

• P resentationstotheR egionalBoardabout
currentandfutureprojectsthatw ouldhelp
addressm etalsw ouldbevaluable
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Q uestionsandDiscussion

R ichardW atson
rw atson@ rw aplanning.com

949-394-8495

JulieM illett
jm illett@ rw aplanning.com

310-980-1534

M onroviaCanyon P ark,P hotoCourtesy City ofM onrovia
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