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Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
12:30pm – 3:30pm 
Culver City Hall – Patacchia Conference Room  
9770 Culver Blvd, Culver City, CA 90232 
WebEx Meeting 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Daniel Bradbury, Los Angeles County Flood Control District (Agency) 
*Augustine Han, West Basin Metropolitan Water District (Agency) 
*Conor Mossavi, Los Angeles City Water & Power (Agency) 
Susie Santilena, Los Angeles City Sanitation and Environment (Agency), Co-Chair 
*Darryl Ford, Los Angeles City of Recreation and Parks (Agency) 
*Rebecca Ferdman, Los Angeles County Chief Sustainability Office (Community) 
*Tanya Borja, SCOPE (Community)  
Bruce Reznik, Los Angeles Waterkeeper (Community) 
Zoe Cunliffe, Black Women for Wellness (Community) 
Josette Descalzo, Beverly Hills/West Hollywood (Municipal)  
Sean Singletary, Culver City (Municipal) 
Roberto Perez, Los Angeles (Municipal) 
Mara Luevano, Los Angeles (Municipal) 
Geremew Amenu, Los Angeles County (Municipal) 
Joshua Carvalho, Santa Monica/Inglewood (Municipal) 
Stephanie Gebhardt Rath, Heal the Bay (Watershed Coordinator, non-voting member)  
Vanessa Boudreau, S. Groner Associates (Watershed Coordinator, non-voting member) 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Ion Cretu, PSOMAS (Community) 
Rafael Prieto, Los Angeles (Municipal) 
 
*Committee Member Alternate 
See attached sign-in sheet for full list of attendees. 
 
 
1) Welcome and Introductions 

Chair Susie Santilena welcomed Committee Members and called the meeting to order. Los Angeles County 
Public Works (Public Works) staff facilitated the roll call of Committee Members. A quorum was established.  

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 3, 2026 

Member Conor Mossavi motioned to approve the meeting minutes from March 3, 2026. Member Darryl 
Ford seconded the motion. The Committee voted to approve the March 3, 2026 minutes with 14 votes in 
favor, 1 vote in abstention, and no votes in opposition (approved, see vote tracking sheet attached). 

3) Committee Member & Program Updates 

Member Bruce Reznik shared about being appointed to the Regional Oversight Committee (ROC), filling 
the seat vacated by Mark Gold. As part of this transition, Member Reznik will step down from the Central 
Santa Monica Bay (CSMB) Watershed Area Steering Committee (WASC) once an appropriate replacement 
has been identified and onboarded. 

Public Works shared Regional Program updates, noting:  
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• As the Committee discusses Infrastructure Program (IP) Projects, Project Concepts, Scientific 
Studies, and Project Modification Requests (PMRs) for the Stormwater Investment Plan (SIP), it is 
important for the WASC and the work of the Regional Program to remain transparent and fair. 
These principles are built into the Safe, Clean Water (SCW) Program and are represented by the 
ex parte disclosures on each agenda. WASC Members whose job connects them to specific 
applications should ask colleagues or consultants to attend WASC meetings to share about or 
advocate for those projects and should avoid using their position as WASC Members to advocate 
for project applications from their home entities. 

4) Watershed Coordinator Updates  

Watershed Coordinators Stephanie Gebhardt Rath and Vanessa Boudreau provided updates. Presentation 
slides are available on the SCW Program website. 

Key highlights included ongoing outreach efforts focused on post-fire recovery and building a more resilient 
Los Angeles. Engagement activities included meetings with the Paseo Miramar Homeowners’ Association 
(HOA) and Resilient Palisades, as well as coordination with City staff and multiple Council District offices. 
In February, the Watershed Coordinators conducted a funding workshop with the Venice Canals 
Association. In March, the Watershed Coordinators focused on identifying cost-share opportunities. The 
Watershed Coordinators coordinated with the Hollywood Bowl Technical Resources Program Project 
(TRP), canvassed in the Crenshaw neighborhood, and participated in the Walking Water Pilgrimage, which 
brought together tribal representatives and community-based organizations to discuss the connection 
between the Owens Valley and Los Angeles’ water system. During the Walking Water Pilgrimage, 
community groups highlighted challenges in accessing and engaging with the SCW Program, including 
concerns about limited resources and difficulty realizing anticipated community benefits. There was also a 
strong emphasis on the importance of park-based and recreational projects as a consistent community 
priority. 

Member Mossavi asked for additional general feedback from the Watershed Coordinators. The Watershed 
Coordinators noted that limited resources remain a key constraint and contribute to ongoing challenges in 
SCW Program implementation. The Watershed Coordinators also emphasized that projects which enhance 
community interaction, particularly park and recreation-based improvements, continue to be a consistent 
priority and desired benefit among community members. 

Watershed Coordinator Boudreau shared a comparative document outlining potential projects and studies 
for inclusion in the SIP, noting that the information was based on publicly available application data and did 
not include funding reductions.  

5) Ex Parte Communication Disclosure 

Member Reznik noted brief conversations regarding the PMR and potential cost share for the Slauson 
Connect Project, and disclosed involvement through an affiliated partner organization on the Campus-
Community Connection: UCLA's Mobility, Stormwater Capture, and Greening Project (Campus-Community 
Connection Project), including helping to identify matching funds. Member Geremew Amenu shared that 
the County is a partner on two projects under consideration, one led by the City of Los Angeles and another 
by Inglewood, and disclosed participation in related discussions. Member Augustine Han noted involvement 
through his organization providing a letter of support for the Campus-Community Connection Project. Chair 
Santilena also reported a brief email exchange with Project partners regarding a proposed reduction in 
cost-share requests for the Ballona Creek TMDL Operations and Maintenance Project (Ballona Creek 
TMDL Project).  

 

 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2026/04/WASC-CSMB-Watershed-Coordinator-Updates-20260407.pdf
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6) Public Comment Period 

13 public comment cards were submitted to Public Works prior to 5:00pm the day before the meetings. 
Comment cards are available on the SCW Program website.  

Deborah Gregory (Ballona Creek Renaissance) expressed support for the Culver Median Del Rey Way 
TRP, noting community support from outreach events. 

Patricia Bijvoet (Urban Planning and Landscape Architecture (UPLA) Studio) expressed support for the 
Culver Median Del Rey Way TRP. Bijvoet described the TRP as a significant opportunity for the community, 
noting frequent use of the Culver Boulevard path and identifying potential improvements to the median. 
Bijvoet emphasized opportunities to enhance the space through increased tree canopy, improved 
aesthetics, and the integration of stormwater filtration benefits within the median.  

Stephanie Reed (UPLA Studio) expressed support for the proposed Culver Median Del Rey Way TRP. 
Reed, whose daycare provider lives near the Culver median, shared observations of conditions of disrepair 
during COVID-19, including increased encampments, and expressed support for the proposed 
improvements. 

Kristen Torres Pawling, representing Los Angeles City Councilmember Katy Yaroslavsky, expressed 
support for the Campus-Community Connection Project, noting that the daytime population in the area is 
approximately 84,000 and highlighting the Project’s potential to inspire broad community benefit. 

Mikaela Randolph (Natural History Museums of Los Angeles County (NHMLAC) Board of Governors) 
expressed support for the Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits - An Investment in Community, Green Space & 
Water Quality Enhancement Project (Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits Project). Randolph commented that the 
Project would address a critical need for green space in urban areas and enhance Hancock Park for both 
residents and visitors, noting also the anticipated Community Benefits for Disadvantaged Communities 
through educational field trips and support from community partners and school districts. 

Wally Marks (NHMLAC Board of Governors) expressed strong support for the Reimagining La Brea Tar 
Pits Project, noting long-standing involvement since its inception. Marks emphasized the cultural and 
ecological importance of the site, its value for public education on regional flora and fauna, and its potential 
to attract thousands of additional visitors. Marks described the Project as shovel-ready and unique in its 
scope and educational value. 

Mike Scaduto (City of Los Angeles) provided comments on the Ballona Creek TMDL Project. Scaduto noted 
anticipated operational readiness by the end of the year and requested support for the operations and 
maintenance component. Scaduto also referenced the Slauson Connect Clean Water Project (Slauson 
Connect Project) PMR, which has broken ground and will provide investment in a historically Disadvantaged 
Community. Scaduto expressed support for the proposed scope and schedule changes and noted that the 
County maintains stringent cost conditions.  

7) Presentations and Discussion Items  
a) Central Santa Monica Bay (CSMB) Project Prioritization and Selection Discussion for 

Populating the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Stormwater Investment Plan (SIP) 

Public Works provided an overview of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026–2027 (26-27) scenarios and how they 
impact the SIP for FY26–27, noting the Regional Oversight Committee (ROC) guidance that future FYs not 
exceed 80% allocation, although the WASC is at liberty to allocate more than 80% of the budget for the 
current FY. Upon inquiry by Member Josette Descalzo, staff clarified that carryover funds are reflected in 
the financial tables and that the WASC cannot recommend a SIP that exceeds the collected revenue. Staff 
noted that several project applicants and continuing project developers had reduced or redistributed their 
funding requests to allow for more flexibility within the SIP. Public Works staff reviewed the initial project 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2026/04/CSMB-Comment-Cards-20260407-v1.pdf
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ranking results for the 13 newly submitted PMRs, noting that survey feedback used in the evaluation was 
collected in February 2026. 

The WASC began deliberations with a focus on the PMR. Member Mossavi suggested starting with whether 
to remove or approve modifications to  the Slauson Connect Project. Upon inquiry by Member Amenu, staff 
noted that while the Project proposed no funding reduction, the Project had shifted its funding request 
across fiscal years. Mike Antos (Stantec, Regional Coordination) reminded the Committee that a potential 
course of action to approve the modifications proposed in the Slauson Connect Project’s PMR, even if the 
WASC cannot provide the additional funding that the Project requested.  

David Washington (Corvias Infrastructure Solutions) representing the Slauson Connect Project developer 
explained that the applicant team is exploring further scope reductions but would need additional time to 
do so. Washington emphasized the Project’s importance to the community and the ongoing efforts to 
balance scope with funding constraints. Antos commented that it might work in the applicant’s favor to avoid 
having a rejected PMR, suggesting that the project developer consider withdrawing the PMR in order to 
have more time for the project developer team to consider other solutions. The project developer elected 
to withdraw the PMR. Chair Susie Santilena requested clarification on next steps. Public Works staff 
confirmed that  the project developer would submit written confirmation of withdrawal by email and could 
submit another PMR in the future. 

The WASC then shifted to broader SIP considerations. Member Reznik framed the discussion around 
maximizing the number of projects funded, noting community feedback that the SCW Program tends to 
prioritize large-scale projects while lacking representation of tribal and smaller community-based efforts. 
Member Reznik requested a scenario in the SIP Tool including the Edward Vincent Project, the Reimagining 
La Brea Tar Pits Project, the Ballona Creek TMDL Operations and Maintenance Project, the Campus-
Community Connection Project, Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater Capture Project, San Vicente 
Streetscape Plaza Project, and the Culver Median Del Rey Way TRP. Member Perez expressed concern 
that while FY 2026–27 allocations appear below 60% in this scenario, it would land FY 2027–28 allocations 
close to 96%. 

Member Mossavi acknowledged applicants’ efforts to reduce funding but noted variability in reductions and 
suggested further scope modifications or potential removal of projects, namely the San Vicente Streetscape 
Plaza Project and the Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater Capture Project.. Merryl Taylor (Craftwater) 
provided clarification on the San Vicente Streetscape Plaza Project, explaining its phased approach to 
capturing both wet and dry weather flows, with certain components treated separately. Taylor also clarified 
that the aspects of the Project that would deal with local runoff are the components that would be funded 
by the SCW Program. Javier de la Cruz (Culver City), representing the Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater 
Capture Project, noted the Project has secured $11 million in leveraged funding from Caltrans. Upon 
inquiry, Member Sean Singletary clarified that wet weather capture proportions are estimated at 
approximately 7–8%.  

Member Amenu and Member Han expressed concern regarding tight allocations limiting flexibility for future 
applicants and PMRs, particularly in the context of rising construction costs. Member Daniel Bradbury and 
Member Mossavi discussed ROC thresholds. Member Mossavi recommended a more conservative 
approach.   

Member Reznik inquired about a potential for increased leveraged funding for the Ballona Creek TMDL 
Operations and Maintenance Project. Scaduto, representing the Ballona Creek TMDL Operations and 
Maintenance Project, clarified that the funding request has been reduced as far as the City of Los Angeles 
is comfortable, and includes cost share for the first year.  

Member Han proposed including all design projects, TRPs, and Scientific Studies (SS) as a baseline 
approach, while acknowledging concerns about potential redundancy in Scientific Studies. Member Amenu 
expressed a desire to include a number of projects within each phase. 
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Chair Santilena guided the Committee toward scenario development, proposing adjustments to the Edward 
Vincent Project by redistributing funding from FY 27–28 to later years to alleviate near-term allocation 
pressure. Brenda Ponton (Woodard & Curran representing project applicant) noted that extending funding 
timelines would increase financing costs. Member Bradbury supported delaying funding to later years and 
proposed a scenario including all IPs, SS, and the TRP except for the Edward Vincent Project. Member 
Reznik noted that the Project received a high Multi-Benefit Score and has a high cost share.  

Member Amenu suggested that the Edward Vincent Project is the only fully Disadvantaged Community 
project in the portfolio. Member Zoe Cunliffe raised concerns about how the program defines 
Disadvantaged Community Benefits and cautioned against funding all projects without stronger 
prioritization, noting that some projects could proceed without WASC funding. Chair Santilena reiterated 
the importance of including multi-benefit projects and proposed a scenario that funded most projects except 
the West LA College Stormwater Improvements Project, while redistributing funding for the Edward Vincent 
Project across fiscal years. Chair Santilena emphasized the need for collaboration with the City of 
Inglewood. Tony Olmos from Inglewood Public Works expressed willingness to adjust funding timing but 
highlighted the risk of escalating construction costs with delays. 

Watershed Coordinator Stephanie Gebhardt Rath noted opportunities to identify additional leveraged 
funding through Infrastructure Project assessments.  

Member Mossavi expressed concerns about project eligibility and redundancy. Member Mossavi noted that 
historically, projects not capturing offsite flows have not been supported by this WASC, suggesting further 
discussion of inclusion of the Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits Project. He also expressed concern that the 
Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater Capture Project and San Vicente Streetscape Plaza Project may overlap 
significantly with existing infrastructure, particularly with the Ballona Creek TMDL Project, and 
recommended changes in scope. Public Works clarified that project scopes cannot be modified during the 
current SIP process; applicants would need to return in a future SIP cycle to make such substantial 
changes. Member Mossavi expressed opposition to supporting the two design projects under their current 
scopes. Member Reznik advocated for evaluating projects holistically, supporting inclusion of the 
Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits Project, and supported advancing design funding to allow further refinement. 
Member Sean Singletary clarified the redundancy issue for Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater Capture 
Project, noting that the project targets both dry and wet weather flows, whereas the Ballona Creek TMDL 
Project only captures dry weather flows. 

Members Ford and Perez expressed support for the scenario displayed on screen, which excluded the 
West LA College Stormwater Improvements Project and Memorial Park Multi-Benefit Stormwater Capture 
Project. Member Descalzo advocated for including the Syd Kronenthal Park Stormwater Capture Project 
and the San Vincente Streetscape Plaza Project, noting that the two projects only account for about 4% of 
the funding budget.  Member Bradbury and Member Han supported including the design-phase IP projects.  

Member Cunliffe supported including the Scientific Studies in the SIP, particularly the A Holistic Assessment 
of Trash in Watersheds Study and Regional CECs and Pollutant EMCs in Stormwater Assessment Study. 
Member Han referenced recent EPA actions on microplastics and pharmaceuticals in encouragement for 
proactive study. Member Mossavi acknowledged the potential future value of projects but encouraged 
caution. Member Amenu expressed concern that the A Holistic Assessment of Trash in Watersheds Study 
lacked practical application based on prior discussions. 

Chair Santilena raised concerns about high allocation levels in upcoming years (89% in FY27-28 and 88% 
in FY28-29) and sought feedback on whether to reduce them further. Member Reznik suggested 
backloading funding for the Edward Vincent Project, leading to a further funding redistribution with lower 
allocation levels (81% in FY27-28 and FY 28-29). He also emphasized the need for a more strategic 
approach to Scientific Studies in future cycles. 
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8) Public Comment Period  

Dr. Sanjay Mohanty (UCLA) emphasized that the proposed Regional CECs and Pollutant EMCs in 
Stormwater Assessment Study is forward-looking and addresses emerging contaminants such as 
microplastics. Mohanty noted that Scientific Studies have relatively low costs but provide significant long-
term benefits and support informed decision-making. 

Tonantzin Carmelo (NHMLAC’s Native American Advisory Committee) expressed support for the 
Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits Project, citing  collaboration on incorporating Tongva cultural narratives into 
the renovated museum and park. Carmelo highlighted climate-adapted California native plantings, 
biodiversity benefits, drought tolerance, and educational opportunities for visitors through nature-based, 
climate-resilient design. Carmelo encouraged the CSMB WASC to support the Project. 

9) Voting Items 
a) Approve the final Fiscal Year 2026-27 Stormwater Investment Plan funding recommendation 

for the CSMB Watershed Area, including Watershed Coordinator, and approve submission 
to the Regional Oversight Committee for review 

Member Han motioned to approve the Final Fiscal Year 2026–2027 Stormwater Investment Plan for the 
CSMB Watershed Area, including Watershed Coordinators, and approve submission to the ROC for review, 
pending submittal of the Funding Reduction Concurrence Form from the applicants (funding scenario: “All 
continuing projects and scientific studies (with funding changes); 7 new Infrastructure Projects (Campus - 
Community Connection, Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits, Edward Vincent Jr. Park, Memorial Park, Ballona 
Creek TMDL, Syd Kronenthal Park, San Vicente); 3 New Studies (A Holistic Assessment of Trash, 
Stormwater BMP O&M Needs Assessment, Regional CEC’s and Pollutants EMCs); New TRP (Culver 
Median Del Rey Way)”). Member Reznik seconded the motion. The motion was approved with 12 in favor, 
1 abstention, and 2 opposed (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 

10) Items for Future Agenda  

a) Key Areas of Interest for 2026 Call for Projects  

11) Adjournment  

Chair Santilena thanked the Committee Members and the public for their participation and adjourned the 
meeting. The next CSMB WASC meeting is scheduled for May 5, 2026. See the SCW Program website for 
more information.  

https://safecleanwaterla.org/event/central-santa-monica-bay-wasc-meeting/2026-05-05/


Member Type Organization
Primary

Member

Attendance: 

In-person
("x" for present)

Alternate 

Member

Attendance:

In-person
("x" for present)

Vote to approve 

March 3, 2026 

Meeting Minutes

“Approve the Final Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Stormwater Investment Plan for 

CSMB Watershed Area including Watershed Coordinators and approve 

submission to the ROC for review pending submittal of Funding Reduction 

Concurrence Form from the Applicants (funding scenario "All continuing 

projects and scientific studies (with funding changes); 7 New Infrastructure 

Project (Campus-Community Connection, Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits, 

Edward Vincent Jr. Park, Memorial Park, Ballona Creek TMDL, Syd 

Kronenthal Park, San Vicente)”, 3 New Study (A Holistic Assessment of 

Trash, Stormwater BMP O&M Needs Assessment, Regional CECs and 

Pollutants EMCs)”, New TRP (Culver Median Del Rey Way) 

Agency Los Angeles County Flood Control District Daniel Bradbury x CJ Caluag y y

Agency West Basin Municipal Water District Matthew Veeh Augustine Han x a y

Agency Los Angeles City Water & Power Art Castro Conor Mossavi x y n

Agency Los Angeles City Sanitation and Environment Susie Santilena x Hubertus Cox y y

Agency Los Angeles City Recreation & Parks Cathie Santo Domingo Darryl Ford x y n

Community Stakeholder Los Angeles County Chief Sustainability Office Rita Kampalath Rebecca Ferdman x y a

Community Stakeholder PSOMAS / Business Sector Ion Cretu Andrew Nickerson

Community Stakeholder SCOPE Gloria Medina Tanya Borja x y y

Community Stakeholder Los Angeles Waterkeeper Bruce Reznik x Maggie Gardner y y

Community Stakeholder Black Women for Wellness Zoe Cunliffe x Tianna Shaw-Wakeman y y

Municipal Members Beverly Hills / West Hollywood Josette Descalzo x Matthew Magener y y

Municipal Members Culver City Sean Singletary x Javier De La Cruz y y

Municipal Members Los Angeles Roberto Perez x y y

Municipal Members Los Angeles Rafael Prieto Blayne Sutton-Wills

Municipal Members Los Angeles Mara Luevano x Virginia Wei y y

Municipal Members Los Angeles County Geremew Amenu x Lara Awad y y

Municipal Members Santa Monica / Inglewood Joshua Carvalho x Anna Groehnert y y

Watershed Coordinator Heal the Bay Stephanie Gebhardt Rath x Alexia Skrbic

Watershed Coordinator SGA Marketing Vanessa Boudreau x Angelica Garcia
17 Yay (Y) 14 12

15 Nay (N) 0 2

5 Abstain (A) 1 1

4 Total 15 15

6 Approved Approved

CENTRAL SANTA MONICA BAY WASC MEETING - APRIL 7, 2026
Voting Items

Community Stakeholder

Municipal Members

Quorum Present

Total Non-Vacant Seats

Total Voting Members Present

Agency



Alexander Iglesias Rosas Javier De La Cruz Michelle Reed

Alexia Skrbic Jenna Cobb Mikaela Randolph

Ali Sharbat Jenny Chau Mike Antos

Angineh Shahnazarian Jian Peng Nan Jia

Anna Groehnert Joanna Reynolds Omar Abdelhadi

Aric Martinez Jon Ball Pablo Forni

Aric Torreyson Josafat Flores Pauline Nguyen

Armando Nunez-Fausto Katie Harrel Pearl Azizian

Bonny Bentzin Ken Susilo Raymond Lam

Carlos Aldape Kristina Moreno Rita Kampalath

Cas, CWH Kristen Torres Pawling Robyn Dali

Chris @ Moore Institute Lara Awad Sanjay Mohanty

Craig Doberstein Linet Khechatoorian Susie Santilena

Curtis Fang Lisa Kim Thomas Lee

Daniel Apt Lisa Ofiesh Tonantzin Carmelo

Daniel Lee Luis Perez Tony Olmos

David Gins Marisol Ibarra Uriel Cobian

David Washington Melissa Levitt Valeria Arteaga

Felicia Yin Merrill Taylor Wally Marks

Grey Crisanto Michael Scaduto Wanda Menk

Wendy Dinh

Attendees

Central Santa Monica Bay WASC Meeting 

April 7, 2026
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