




P U B L I C  C O M M E N T  —  S A F E  C L E A N  W A T E R  L A  

Lyle Center for Natural History, Cal Poly Pomona 

Upper San Gabriel River Watershed Restoration & Nature-Based Stormwater Management 
Submitted to: dpw.lacounty.gov  |  Program: Safe Clean Water LA 

 

 

The Gabrieleno-Tongva Nation has stewarded the Upper San Gabriel River watershed for 
thousands of years — managing water, fire, native plant communities, and living systems 
with an ecological intelligence that contemporary water policy is only beginning to recognize. 
The Lyle Center proposal at Cal Poly Pomona represents a rare opportunity to honor that 
knowledge in practice. 

By restoring natural hydrology, removing aging artificial infrastructure, and returning native 
riparian and wetland communities to this landscape, this project begins repairing what 
colonization and urbanization removed. California native plants are not aesthetic choices here 
they are ecological infrastructure. Deep-rooted native species recharge groundwater, filter 
pollutants, stabilize soils, support pollinators, and cool the urban heat island in ways no 
engineered system can replicate at the same cost or permanence.  

This project also serves a Disadvantaged Community deserving of clean water, accessible 
green space, and environmental quality without displacement. It positions a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution to lead inclusive, place-based education in regenerative design and Indigenous 
ecological stewardship for 30,000 students. 

We urge Safe Clean Water LA to fund this project as a regional model: one that centers 
native ecosystems, listens to the land's own intelligence, and builds a future where 
water, community, and culture are restored together. 

 

 

 

K E Y  P R O P O S A L  E L E M E N T S  

The following ten ideas form the foundation of this letter of support. 

01 Regional Watershed Model 

Transform the 16-acre Lyle Center into a regional model of watershed restoration and nature-based 
stormwater management within the Upper San Gabriel River watershed — demonstrating at institutional 
scale what Indigenous land stewardship has always known: that water is managed best by restoring the 
ecological relationships that govern it. 

02 Restore Natural Hydrology 

Remove or restore six aging artificial ponds to recover natural hydrology, improve ecological performance, 
and return long-term habitat value. Artificial water features that interrupt the land's own hydrological 
intelligence must give way to systems that move with it. 

03 Nature-Based Infrastructure 

Implement a full suite of nature-based infrastructure: depaving, permeable paving, rain gardens, 
bioswales, curb cuts, biofiltration, and rooftop rainwater capture. These are not amenities — they are the 
ecological equivalent of what California native plant communities once did across this entire watershed. 



04 On-Site Runoff Management 

Capture and treat runoff from approximately 5 acres — including 1.25 acres of impervious surface — 
managing first flush on-site and reducing discharge to San Jose Creek. Every gallon kept on-site and 
returned to the ground is a step toward the slow water cycle that sustained this bioregion for millennia. 

05 Stormwater Reuse 

Direct stormwater into planted bioswales and reuse rooftop rainwater for irrigation, habitat support, and 
urban agriculture. Native plants do not need imported water when the land is designed to hold what falls 
on it. 

06 Riparian & Wetland Restoration 

Restore riparian and wetland habitats, expand native tree canopy, reduce heat island effects, and support 
migratory and aquatic species. The return of native willows, mulefat, and valley oak to this landscape is 
also the return of Tongva cultural and ecological memory. 

07 Flood Resilience 

Replace concrete v-ditches and impermeable surfaces with infiltration-based systems to improve flood 
resilience. Water that is given space to move slowly does not become a flood — it becomes a resource. 

08 Environmental Justice 

Serve a Disadvantaged Community by reducing pollution burden, increasing accessible green space, and 
enhancing environmental quality without displacement risk. Ecological restoration and social equity are 
not separate goals — they are the same goal. 

09 Outdoor Learning Environments 

Create publicly accessible outdoor learning environments for schools, community groups, and regional 
workshops. The land is the classroom. California native plants, restored wetlands, and living water 
systems teach what no textbook can. 

10 Inclusive Education at Scale 

Leverage Cal Poly Pomona's 30,000+ students and its role as a Hispanic-Serving Institution to advance 
inclusive education in sustainability, water stewardship, and regenerative design. Indigenous ecological 
knowledge belongs at the center of this curriculum — not at its margins. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Name: Muriel Fernandez 

Title / Affiliation: Adjunct Professor, College of ENV, Department of Landscape Architecture 

Organization: California State Polytechnic University  
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Date:​ 24 March 2026 
 
To:​ Upper San Gabriel River WASC Committee Members 
​ cc: SCWP Staff, Watershed Coordinator 
 
From:​ OWLA Core Team (DayOne, Heal the Bay, LAANE, LA Waterkeeper, Nature for All, 
Pacoima Beautiful, The Nature Conservancy, and TreePeople)  
 
RE: ​ Input on Project Prioritization for SCWP SIP 
 
Ahead of the 2026-2027 SIP Deliberation, the OurWaterLA Coalition (OWLA) reviewed all of the 
infrastructure applications that passed the scoring threshold to identify which projects we 
believe exemplify the spirit of Measure W. The categories we considered are:  

●​ Location (within/outside a DAC) 
●​ Need of an underserved community 
●​ Anti-displacement measures 
●​ Community support and engagement 
●​ Water quality and water supply 
●​ Public health, community investments, and multiple benefits 
●​ Nature-based solutions 
●​ Green jobs 
●​ Cost and leveraged funding 

 
Of the applications in the USGR watershed, OWLA has identified the following infrastructure 
projects as exemplar projects and has elaborated on what elements have made these projects 
stand out to us. We recommend you fund these projects as possible given your budget. 
 

Ganesha Park Stormwater Capture Project 
This project located in Pomona will advance the water quality and water supply needs of 
the region and it will do so while creating significant improvements to a highly used park. 
OWLA members were impressed with the amount of community engagement and 
support and we believe this project will benefit DAC communities near the park. 

 
We would also like to highlight the following project for elements we really liked and hope to see 
more of.  

 
San Jose Creek Greenway Project.  
This project will directly contribute to active transportation in the region while advancing 
water quality and water supply needs. We see the project as a step forward in advancing 
the SGV Greenway Network Plan. Advancing projects along waterways in the USGR 
has been previously identified by this WASC as a priority and this application begins that 
effort.  

 
Finally, OWLA recommends moving forward with: 

 

 



 

Climate Resistance and Resiliency: An Adaptive Framework for Stormwater Risk 
Management.  
This study will assess how climate-related natural disasters affect stormwater systems, 
water quality, water supply, and infrastructure. The study will provide actionable 
strategies to help Los Angeles communities prepare for and respond to increasing 
climate risks.  
 

Outside of our project specific recommendations, we also wanted to share some of the general 
patterns among all FY26-27 SCWP submissions that appeared as we reviewed.  
 
General Patterns:  

1.​ Narrative response, especially in Community Investment Benefits, was lacking on 
a number of applications this round. Applicants should give thoughtful responses and try 
to provide as much context as possible. Strong examples are provided in projects like 
Ganesha Park Stormwater Capture Project and Edward Vincent Jr. Park Stormwater 
Improvements Project, which included multiple workshops, surveys, childcare/translation 
to support participation, and evidence of public feedback directly shaping project 
elements.  

2.​ Anti-displacement responses feel like a check-box; applicant responses use similar 
responses and most responses do not include any specifics.  

3.​ There are few non-traditional applicants and non-profit partners applying and/or 
participating in applications.  

4.​ One project, Reimagining La Brea Tar Pits, created a Native American Advisory Council 
to co-develop their landscape plan and educational exhibits. We would love to see 
more Tribal partnerships like this developed.  

 
As you consider what to fund in this year’s SIP, OWLA strongly recommends that you approve 
projects that include strong remarks for water quality that: 
 

●​ increase local water supply resilience, 
●​ utilize vegetated nature-based solutions, 
●​ clearly demonstrate a strong community engagement plan and process took place,  
●​ include a significant community investment element, 
●​ provide benefits directly to and, as applicable, are located in a disadvantaged 

community, and 
●​ promote green jobs. 

 
We also want to be clear that just because we don’t identify a project as an exemplar, does not 
mean that it is not a quality project. That said, we do believe it is valuable for us to highlight the 
projects that went above and beyond because we believe they deserve recognition.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations.  We look forward to continuing our 
engagement with this committee and the watershed coordinators to ensure a better water future 
for the region.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
OurWaterLA 
 
 



 

About OurWaterLA. OWLA  is a diverse coalition of community leaders and organizations from 
across Los Angeles County united to create a strong water future for Los Angeles. Our goal is to 
secure clean, safe, affordable and reliable water for drinking, recreation and commerce now and 
for the future. We have a deep commitment to uphold the trust that voters had in us when 
passing this measure and that projects which achieve Safe Clean Water Program objectives of 
water quality, water supply, nature-based solutions and community investments are prioritized. 
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