
  Public Comment Form 

Name:*     _________________________________          Organization*:    ___________________________ 
 

Email*:      _________________________________          Phone*:    ________________________________ 
 
Meeting: __________________________________          Date:    __________________________________ 

 
□  LA County Public Works may contact me for clarification about my comments 
*Per Brown  Act, completing this information is optional.  At a minimum, please include an identifier so that you 

may be called upon to speak. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Comments 

To review the guidance documents and for more information, visit www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org 

Phone participants and the public are encouraged to submit public comments (or a request to make a public 
comment) to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov.  All public comments will become part of the official record. 

Please complete this form and email to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov by at least 5:00pm the day prior to 
the meeting with the following subject line: “Public Comment: [Watershed Area] [Meeting Date]”  

(ex. “Public Comment: USGR 4/8/20”).   
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	Text7: Will the project create additional challenges and tools for current trash management? 

Our goal is to make the study complementary to agency efforts currently underway, rather than an obstacle or burden on agency staff. We understand that management is already spread thin on trash, and we want to make their job easier, not harder. Our goal with the project is to make trash management easier by identifying strategies, common source(s), and control measures that lower cost and increase efficiency compared to currently employed techniques. We are interested, from a scientific perspective, in identifying new opportunities for source control (i.e., not cleanup and capture) that would unburden O&M and primarily involve actions taken by communities, companies, and policymakers.

 

Is this project going to make my current practices look bad or shame what I am currently doing? 

No. Our goal is to work collaboratively with the agencies so that our findings and lessons learned can be translated into agency procedures that complement, not contradict, their efforts. We understand that trash is a socially/politically sensitive topic, and we will build a TAC composed of diverse stakeholders, including regulatees, regulators, community members, and researchers. Our goal will be to work with this diverse TAC to identify what is working well and figure out how to make it work even better. We will try to foster collaboration between parties, not create friction. We want our collaborators to look and feel good about our work together, and we will not be trying to shame anyone. 

 

How will this project leverage the existing efforts by the county and MS4 permittees to address trash currently?

Our ultimate goal is to create easy-to-understand graphics that highlight the most common source(s), pathways, etc. that contribute to trash levels in creeks and rivers (e.g., such as a pie chart showing the breakdown of individual contributions). We plan to aggregate all their data into a single harmonized format and use it to build new models to better understand the trash problem and establish quantitative metrics for the efficacy of current BMPs, which will help future BMP planning. 

 

Do you think we aren't already doing enough on trash? 

We know that local municipalities are already doing a lot to control trash, but the regulatory agency might believe otherwise. For example, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board recently adopted the Non-Point Source Waste Discharge Requirement resolution, citing its position that the Los Angeles area's receiving waters continue to have trash issues. We would like to help the State and local municipalities better understand what each side is doing well and how practices could be improved (e.g., more cost-effectively). California is a world leader in trash management, and DAC surveys indicate that the LA County community feels that trash is their number 1 priority. But there has yet to be a scientific study funded on trash that highlights the factors that continue to make trash levels a concern for local waterways. We believe this study would reassure the public that WASCs are considering community priorities in funding allocation for scientific studies (see comment letter from Ezrach a community based organization in LA County).

 

Why would we do science on trash instead of just cleaning up trash or doing education? 

We would like to help by identifying the remaining factors contributing to elevated trash levels near the Port of Long Beach (see the letter of support from Long Beach Council Member Duggan linked below). The great thing about this study is you don't need to choose between those three options. We do believe that science has unique merits for improving management, policy, and education that the other two actions do not, which is why Safe Clean Water designated 5% of its budget to science projects. 

 

Aren't trash capture devices already capturing most of the trash from roads before it gets into the river, creating an indirect nexus? 

Certified full capture devices do an incredible job of capturing trash, but not every location requires a trash capture device, according to State policy. At the same time, State policy provides guidance on how much trash is allowed in local waterways before conditions become unacceptable. Our goal with this study is to help agencies identify where intercepting trash makes the most sense from both environmental and cost-efficiency perspectives. Furthermore, a goal of this study is to determine whether trash levels in local waterways stem from road runoff, windblown, or other sources.

 

Will social media releases of the results be controversial? 

We are scientists, not politicians or influencers. We aim to release information that is useful, accurate, and insightful in a way that is fun and digestible. There is too much doom and gloom and controversy out there on the internet, and we don't want to feed into it. We want to find uplifting, actionable stories and narratives to discuss on social media and focus on those.  We also understand that our press release needs to communicate the great work that agencies perform and are committed to working with agency staff to capture those success stories accurately.



Additional Letters of Support

Ezrach, a community-based organization, provides a letter of support and intent to collaborate with us: https://drive.google.com/file/d/14SHSjIkWMN9Biq0mHIeqAqdB6s-A90qG/view?usp=sharing

Council Member Duggan of Long Beach provides a letter of support for our upstream intervention work: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWqXRhYq0yR3nQ0oWp-Lzg1KS5DJB0QK/view?usp=sharing




