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Purpose

•Inform WASC decision-making 
regarding direct benefits to 
disadvantaged communities 

•Describe the community outreach and 
engagement conducted by applicants 

•Review community strengths and 
needs assessment and documented 
community support relevant to project 
proposals

2025 Interim Guidance

Available here. 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf
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Program Definitions 

• 'Disadvantaged Community (DAC) Benefit’ means a Water Quality 
Benefit, Water Supply Benefit, and/or Community Investment Benefit 
located in a DAC or providing benefits directly to a DAC population.” 
(Section 16.03(I))

• SCWP Disadvantaged Community Benefit Policy: Provide 
Disadvantaged Community Benefits that are ≥110% of the ratio of the 
disadvantaged community population to the total population in the 
Watershed Area. (Section 18.04 (J))

• To date, the SCR SIPs have met and exceeded required investment in disadvantaged communities.

“Disadvantaged Community” means a census block group that 
has an annual median household income of < 80% of the 

Statewide annual median household income.
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Direct Benefits to 
Disadvantaged Communities 

Whether a Project provides a “direct 
benefit” to disadvantaged 
communities will be a decision made 
by WASCs on a project-by-project 
basis, considering:

•The priorities and concerns of the 
community

•The goals of the SCW Program

•The benefits provided to the community 
by each project

•The area within which those benefits will 
be felt

Any part of the project is located within 
a census block group designated as a 

disadvantaged community.

The project is not located within a 
census block group designated as a 

disadvantaged community BUT it 
provides a “direct benefit” to a census 

block group designated as a 
disadvantaged community. 

OR

Projects provide a Disadvantaged 
Community Benefit if: 
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Community Strengths and 
Needs Assessment 

(CSNA) (Dashboard)

LA County RPOSD 
Park Needs 
Assessment

CalEnviroScreen 
4.0

Other Census data 
(DWR DAC 

Mapping Tool)

Some projects are 
near disadvantaged 

block groups.

How can you as a WASC validate direct benefits?

Other Possible Considerations:

External Datasets:Adjacency:

Hearing from community members is the best way to validate a direct 
benefit.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8efe6e5f57804998be1a8c4067c41cab/page/Dashboard
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a


1/10/2026
DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY BENEFITS & 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
6

How can the Community Strengths and Needs 
Assessment (CSNA) be used by WASCs?

• Assess whether project benefits claimed by Project 
Applicants align with needs and priorities presented in CSNA 
responses

• Suggest improvements for future community outreach efforts 
based on existing efforts and CSNA responses



Awarded Projects to Date in SCR
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Within a 
disadvantag
ed 
community 
block group

Not 
within 
block 
group 
and no 
benefit

Not within 
block 
group but 
does 
benefit

IP 2 1 0

 TRP 4 0 0

110% disadvantaged community investment 
requirement (met and exceeded). 

Insert map of your WA here 
from Spatial Data Library, 

including awarded projects 
and disadvantaged 

community census block 
group. 

Disadvantaged community census block groups 
(2020)

Disadvantaged community designations for 
funded projects are included on the SIP tool.

https://portal.safecleanwaterla.org/sip-tool/
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FY 26-27 Projects Under Consideration
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Within a 
disadvantaged 
community block 
group

Not within block 
group and no benefit

Not within block group 
but does benefit

1 IP Jake K Park N/A N/A

0 TRP N/A N/A N/A
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Lead: LA County Public Works

Funding Requested: $1,250,000

Timeline/Current Phase: Design-only

Jake Kuredjian Park Stormwater Improvement Project IP

Project Overview

 • 2022 Parks Needs Assessment + 
• Stevenson Ranch HOA meetings in 

2021 & 2025. 

Community Engagement and Support

Engagement Levels 
Good: Inform - Project presentations & fact sheets (HOA meetings) 

Best: Involve - Ensure community input, needs, and assets are integrated into processes, 
receive demonstrable consideration and appropriate responses, and inform planning (SCR 

WASC tour + feedback)



Disadvantaged Community Benefit Validation
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Insert map of proposed 
project location here

(delineate the boundaries 
of disadvantaged 

communities on map)

Disadvantaged community census block groups 
(2020) No direct benefit to a disadvantaged 

community claimed by applicant.

Does application claim 
benefits to disadvantaged 

communities? 

No

Located within 2020 
disadvantaged community 

Census Block Group?

Yes

Distance to nearest 
disadvantaged community

0 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 40 - 50 percentile

Park Need Low

Jake Kuredjian Park Stormwater Improvement Project IP



Community Priorities and Concerns 
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Jake Kuredjian Park Stormwater Improvement Project IP



Moving Forward
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Remember…
WASCs are tasked with validating whether a Project provides a “direct benefit” to a disadvantaged 
community.  This is done on a project-by-project basis and is part of your recommended SIP. 

❑   What have you heard from the community themselves?

❑   What benefits will the project provide and how are these quantified?

❑   What areas will experience those benefits?

❑   Do project benefits meet community-identified priorities and concerns?

❑   What other project-specific considerations should be considered? (e.g., 
community access, workforce agreements, etc.).

Take into consideration:



Resources
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•Safe, Clean Water Program 
Spatial Data Library

• Interim Disadvantaged 
Community Programming 
Guidelines

•CSNA Dashboard

• Initial Watershed Plans

https://scwp-lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/
https://scwp-lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8efe6e5f57804998be1a8c4067c41cab/page/Dashboard
https://safecleanwaterla.org/what-we-do/watershed-planning/


Thank you

QUESTIONS?

Contact the program team at:
www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org

SafeCleanWaterLA@pw.lacounty.gov
1-833-ASK-SCWP (1-833-275-7297)

http://www.safecleanwaterla.org/
mailto:SafeCleanWaterLA@pw.lacounty.gov
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Design Funding Applicants

Expectations for Community Engagement by Project Phase

Community Engagement and 
Support

• Identify and connect with interested parties
• Targeted outreach based on project details (e.g., location, 

surrounding characteristics, project goals, etc.)
• Solicit, address, and incorporate input on community 

needs/ concerns/ objectives and potential solutions to 
challenges

• Efforts to mitigate issues related to displacement and 
gentrification

• Continued communication of progress
• Additional funding for outreach and engagement efforts 

related to project planning phase activities is encouraged Construction/O&M Funding 
Applicants • Realize and maintain effective partnerships

• Sustain ongoing public education
• Communicate/recognize project progress and project benefits

For projects in the design 
phase (< 60%)

For projects that have advanced to 60%+ 
design, construction, and O&M

Interim Guidance available here. 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf
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For all applicants

Expectations for Community Engagement by Project Phase

Community Engagement and 
Support

• Documentation of community engagement efforts prior 
to application submittal

• Description of plans for engagement during project 
implementation

• Plans to solicit, address, and incorporate interested 
party input through outreach and engagement 

• Discussion of engagement related to Native American Indian 
tribes

• Consideration of contextual variables in distinguishing 
individual communities

• Demonstration of strong community support and/or project 
development in partnership with local NGOs and CBOs

• “Best”-level community outreach and engagement (from 
good, better, best spectrum)

• Integration of CSNA input, to the maximum extent feasible 

Interim Guidance available here. 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/05/SCWP-2025-Interim-Guidance-20250509.pdf

