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Hello. My name is Amanda Pollack, PE, and I’m the Director of Training and a Senior Water Resources Engineer 
at the Center for Watershed Protection. We are a nonprofit organization founded in 1992 and are dedicated to 
advancing clean water and healthy ecosystems through responsible land and water management. Our 
programs focus on Research, Stormwater Consulting, and Training.

The Center for Watershed Protection developed the Clean Water Certificate, or CWC Program, which is a 
workforce development initiative that provides a nationally accredited credential for entry-level professionals 
in the stormwater industry. The program is accredited through the American National Standards Institute’s 
National Accreditation Board, meaning it meets rigorous, internationally recognized standards.

The CWC program teaches practical, hands-on skills in green infrastructure and stormwater facility 
construction and maintenance. CWC provides a fair, equitable assessment for all participants. Participants are 
not required to have any prior experience; the curriculum is designed specifically for individuals entering the 
green infrastructure field with no background in stormwater.

Participants who successfully complete the program receive a certificate that does not expire and does not 
require continuing education. Our goal is to build career pathways by connecting trained graduates with public, 
private, and nonprofit employers offering living-wage jobs. We operate across the country, training both CWC 
participants as well as new CWC instructors so the program can be delivered locally and sustainably.

We are excited to partner with the City of Pasadena as the first West Coast community to adopt and adapt this 
program to meet local needs and support bilingual communities. This is an important step in expanding a 
national training network and ensuring the Los Angeles region has access to the same high-quality, accredited 
workforce development opportunities available elsewhere in the country. Thank you.
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To review the guidance documents and for more information, visit www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org 

Phone participants and the public are encouraged to submit public comments (or a request to make a public 
comment) to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov.  All public comments will become part of the official record. 

Please complete this form and email to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov by at least 5:00pm the day prior to 
the meeting with the following subject line: “Public Comment: [Watershed Area] [Meeting Date]”  

(ex. “Public Comment: USGR 4/8/20”).   
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I'm here regarding Pasadena's Scientific Study, Building a Green Infrastructure Workforce for the LA Region  -- a study originally uploaded to the project portal and invited to present at the CSMB WASC, where we received strong support, before the District later deemed it ineligible. I am respectfully asking this WASC to exercise its authority to request that our Study be presented and to decide for yourselves whether it meets the Program's intent and merits funding.
Pasadena's MASH Program is a 40-plus-year municipal workforce development system, one of the longest-running in California. It is not limited to Pasadena residents  -- it brings in participants from across the region and places trainees into multiple cities, including Los Angeles, Sierra Madre, Arcadia, and others. MASH is a functioning regional workforce engine already embedded in municipal operations.
By contrast, the County's proposed workforce program  -- while valuable  -- is not GI-specific, not operations-based, and will take years to develop and deploy, assuming it is ever built. After six rounds of SCWP implementation, there is still no GI workforce pathway, no curriculum, and no system to meet the long-term O&M obligations this Program depends on.
Our study fills that gap now. It builds on MASH's 40-year legacy and on a partnership with the Center for Watershed Protection and their Clean Water Certificate, to create the County's first region-scalable GI O&M training model.
And I want to emphasize  -- especially with the LA Conservation Corps here  -- there is no such thing as too much workforce development. This Program should be championing every credible workforce opportunity, not suppressing them. The program needs all hands working toward building equitable, skilled, local pathways into this field.
Finally, the Measure W ordinance makes clear: the WASC has the authority to determine the merit and eligibility of Scientific Studies  -- not the District. ULAR and USGR have already requested that authority be restored. I urge this Committee to do the same and ask that Pasadena's study be allowed to present so you can evaluate it openly, transparently, and consistent with the ordinance.
Thank you.
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	Text7: My name is Kaitie Evers, I manage the Clean Water Certificate Program at the Center for Watershed Protection. I want to speak directly to something that everyone understands: maintenance is the backbone of effective stormwater management. It is easy to celebrate the installation of a brand-new green infrastructure project the ribbon cuttings, the renderings. But the real work, the real impact comes years later, when that practice is still functioning, still capturing runoff, and still protecting downstream communities. That only happens with consistent, skilled maintenance. National research shows every 1 million invested in stormwater, creates an average of 13 jobs. Pasadena has already invested over 900 million on green infrastructure in the past 6 years and with project expansion comes maintenance expansion. That is where the Clean Water Certificate Program comes in. This training pathway is designed to make maintenance knowledge accessible to every learner. Participants are evaluated on their ability to perform, communicate, and problem-solve not just take a test. Our program maintains a 93% completion rate with learners consistently reporting not only a deep understanding of how stormwater plays a role in their own communities, they leave with the confidence to step into the workforce prepared and capable. No GED and No prior experience. Participants receive a nationally accredited certificate, no continuing education requirements. Built to open doors, remove employment barriers, and provide a pathway to living wage jobs. By partnering with Pasadena, we are excited not only to bring this pathway to residents but also to develop the next level of training tailored specifically to this region's maintenance needs. This is an opportunity to strengthen local workforce development, support long-term compliance, and ensure every project built in the region continues to deliver clean water benefits for decades to come. We are committed to being a partner in expanding stormwater workforce capacity in LA, and we welcome the opportunity to bring this program to the communities who benefit from it the most. 


