
  Public Comment Form 

Name:*     _________________________________          Organization*:    ___________________________ 
 

Email*:      _________________________________          Phone*:    ________________________________ 
 
Meeting: __________________________________          Date:    __________________________________ 

 
□  LA County Public Works may contact me for clarification about my comments 
*Per Brown  Act, completing this information is optional.  At a minimum, please include an identifier so that you 

may be called upon to speak. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Comments 

To review the guidance documents and for more information, visit www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org 

Phone participants and the public are encouraged to submit public comments (or a request to make a public 
comment) to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov.  All public comments will become part of the official record. 

Please complete this form and email to SafeCleanWaterLA@dpw.lacounty.gov by at least 5:00pm the day prior to 
the meeting with the following subject line: “Public Comment: [Watershed Area] [Meeting Date]”  

(ex. “Public Comment: USGR 4/8/20”).   
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(410) 696-3945ahp@cwp.org

Amanda H. Pollack, P.E. Center for Watershed Protection

Santa Clara River WASC January 15, 2026

Hello. My name is Amanda Pollack, PE, and I’m the Director of Training and a Senior Water Resources Engineer 
at the Center for Watershed Protection. We are a nonprofit organization founded in 1992 and are dedicated to 
advancing clean water and healthy ecosystems through responsible land and water management. Our 
programs focus on Research, Stormwater Consulting, and Training.

The Center for Watershed Protection developed the Clean Water Certificate, or CWC Program, which is a 
workforce development initiative that provides a nationally accredited credential for entry-level professionals 
in the stormwater industry. The program is accredited through the American National Standards Institute’s 
National Accreditation Board, meaning it meets rigorous, internationally recognized standards.

The CWC program teaches practical, hands-on skills in green infrastructure and stormwater facility 
construction and maintenance. CWC provides a fair, equitable assessment for all participants. Participants are 
not required to have any prior experience; the curriculum is designed specifically for individuals entering the 
green infrastructure field with no background in stormwater.

Participants who successfully complete the program receive a certificate that does not expire and does not 
require continuing education. Our goal is to build career pathways by connecting trained graduates with public, 
private, and nonprofit employers offering living-wage jobs. We operate across the country, training both CWC 
participants as well as new CWC instructors so the program can be delivered locally and sustainably.

We are excited to partner with the City of Pasadena as the first West Coast community to adopt and adapt this 
program to meet local needs and support bilingual communities. This is an important step in expanding a 
national training network and ensuring the Los Angeles region has access to the same high-quality, accredited 
workforce development opportunities available elsewhere in the country. Thank you.
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	Name:*: Jessica Rivas
	Organizaton*: City of Pasadena
	Email*: jesrivas@cityofpasadena.net
	Phone*: 626-744-6989
	Meetng: SCR WASC
	Date: 1/15/2026
	LA County Public Works may contact me for clarifcaton about my comments: LA County Public Works may contact me for clarifcaton about my comments
	Text7: Good afternoon, members of the WASC. My name is Jessica Rivas, Program Coordinator with Pasadena and the lead for the City’s proposed Regional Workforce Development Study. Our team has conducted broad outreach—locally, regionally, and statewide—to understand the gaps in green-infrastructure maintenance training.  What we heard was remarkably consistent: green infrastructure is being built at a rapid pace, but the trained workforce needed to maintain it is not keeping up. That gap puts the community, municipalities and the Program at risk. This is not only a professional concern—it’s also a personal one. I volunteered with Outward Bound Adventures in Pasadena. Through that work, I’ve spent time with youth and young adults who are deeply interested in environmental careers. I’ve also seen how few clear, accessible career pathways exist in green maintenance. From my City perspective, we are investing in more nature-based and stormwater-focused infrastructure than ever before, yet our staff lacks the training required to maintain these systems effectively. There is a real, urgent regional need for a trained, local workforce that reflects these emerging careers. Despite the District’s deeming our study ineligible, it directly advances two of Program’s goals by ensuring long term maintenance and creating meaningful green-job pathways—especially for underserved communities. Moreso, proper maintenance is essential to water-quality performance, infiltration capacity, and resiliency. Workforce development is our region’s biggest need, and our outreach makes that clear. The Program is losing a significant opportunity by eliminating our study, as Pasadena is committed to moving forward, committing $500K of our local dollars, and regional and state partners have expressed strong support and interest in adopting the curriculum once developed. Pasadena is committed to pursuing regional collaboration absent of District program funding and support.  Please reach out if interested in staying engaged with Pasadena’s workforce. Thank you. 


