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Thursday, October 9, 2025 
1:00pm – 3:00pm 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Conference Room   
4232 Las Vírgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302 
WebEx Meeting 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Marcela Benavides-Aguilar, Los Angeles County (Agency) 
William Johnson, Los Angeles County Waterworks (Agency) 
Brian Baldauf, Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (Agency)  
Craig Jones, Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (Agency) 
Madelyn Glickfeld, Resident (Community) 
Andrew Nickerson, PSOMAS (Community) 
Susan Nissman, Resident (Community)  
Tevin Schmitt, Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation Ventura (Community) 
Jacy Shillan, Resident (Community) 
*Kelly Fisher, Agoura Hills (Municipal) 
*Melanis Stepanian, Calabasas (Municipal)  
Kelsey Reed, Hidden Hills (Municipal) 
Aaron Ordower, Los Angeles County Supervisor District 3 (Municipal) 
Bruce Hamamoto, Los Angeles County (Municipal) 
*Ewelina Mutkowska, Malibu (Municipal) 
Melina Sempill Watts, Melina Sempill Watts Inc. (Watershed Coordinator, non-voting member) 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Jessica Forte, Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (Agency), Chair 
 
Committee Members Attending Virtually: 
Roxanne Hughes, Westlake Village (Municipal), Vice-Chair 

*Committee Member Alternate 

See attached sign-in sheet for full list of attendees.  

 

1) Welcome and Introduction 

Because both the Chair and Vice-Chair were not present at the meeting, Public Works staff welcomed 
Committee Members and called the meeting to order. Public Works staff facilitated the roll call of Committee 
Members. Committee Members made self-introductions and a quorum was established. Public Works staff 
provided a brief WebEx tutorial for meeting participants online.  

Member Roxanne Hughes attended virtually and provided just cause per Brown Act 

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes from August 14, 2025  

Public Works staff presented the minutes from August 14, 2025. Member Craig Jones motioned to approve 
the minutes, seconded by Member Andrew Nickerson. The WASC voted to approve the August 14, 2025 
meeting minutes with 12 votes in favor, 1 in abstention, 0 opposed, and 3 absent at the time of the vote 
(approved, see vote tracking sheet).  

3) Ex Parte Communication Disclosures 
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Members Jacy Shillan, Madelyn Glickfeld, and Ewelina Mutkowska disclosed participating in a public event, 
held by Watershed Coordinator Melina Watts, about the Draft Initial Watershed Plan. Watershed 
Coordinator Watts noted that the meeting was publicly advertised and both WASC members and 
community members attended. 

4) Discussion Items 
a) Safe, Clean Water Program 12 Projects, 9 Watersheds 

Watershed Coordinators from across Los Angeles County presented projects from their respective 
Watershed Areas that exemplified achievement of SCW Program goals. Slides can be found on the SCW 
Program website. Twelve projects were presented, one for each of the Watershed Coordinators. WASC 
members asked questions about three of the projects, documented below. 

Rio Hondo (RH) WASC Watershed Coordinator Julie Millett presented on the Plymouth School 
Neighborhood Stormwater Capture Demonstration. Watershed Coordinator Watts noted that there are 
ongoing efforts to establish similar projects at six schools in the NSMB Watershed Area, and that the SCW 
Program’s Public Education and Community Engagement Grants Program may be used for community-led 
project engagement and visioning.  

Alexia Skrbic (Heal the Bay) presented on the Beach Cities Green Streets Infrastructure Program (IP) 
Project on behalf of South Santa Monica Bay (SSMB) WASC Watershed Coordinator Nancy Shrodes. 
Member Glickfeld remarked that green streets projects in the NSMB Watershed Area have struggled with 
community support and inquired about aspects of the Beach Cities Green Streets Project that garnered 
positive feedback. Skrbic acknowledged that there was some concern about construction impacting utilities, 
but community outreach was emphasized during project development. 

Member Aaron Ordower questioned if there was a strategic benefit to bundling the Beach Cities Green 
Streets Project rather than submitting separate projects for the four cities involved (Torrance, Redondo 
Beach, Hermosa Beach, and Manhattan Beach). Mike Antos (Stantec, Regional Coordination) explained 
that any individual city element of the project alone would not satisfy SCW Program Regional Program 
eligibility requirements, and that the City of Torrance is the project lead. 

Upon inquiry, Skrbic noted that Operations & Maintenance plans are in development for the Beach Cities 
Green Streets Project.  

Antos clarified that the Beach Cities Green Streets Project is infiltrating stormwater but not providing Water 
Supply Benefit, because the project is in an area where infiltration is judged as not reaching a drinking 
water aquifer. 

Upper San Gabriel River (USGR) WASC Watershed Coordinator James Cortes presented on the Bassett 
High School Multi-Benefit Stormwater Capture Project. Upon inquiry, Watershed Coordinator Cortes 
explained that the project, located on a school campus, would be accessible to the public after school hours. 

b) Water Quality Talk by Heal the Bay 

Annelisa Moe (Heal the Bay) presented on water quality testing and analysis performed by Heal the Bay in 
the aftermath of the Palisades Fire. Slides can be found on the SCW Program website.  

Moe answered several Committee Member inquiries related to the collection and monitoring of fecal 
bacteria, metals, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and lithium. Moe also clarified that poisoned 
sea otters in the area stemmed from a domoic acid outbreak that coincided with the wildfire. Upon inquiry, 
Moe estimated that the two sampling analyses cost $100,000. Moe explained that Heal the Bay is attending 
ongoing meetings with public health officials and participates in the Southern California Coastal Water 
Research Project (SCCWRP) Post-Fire Water Quality Monitoring Network. The network coordinates 
monitoring, shares results, and builds consensus on health recommendations. Member Ordower noted that 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/10/1_9-WA-12-Projects_Melina-Watts.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/10/1_9-WA-12-Projects_Melina-Watts.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/10/2_2025-10-09_HTBtoNSMB-WASC_Ash-to-Action.pdf
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Los Angeles County and the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) organized multiple work 
groups post-fire, including a subgroup focused on coastal water quality issues, and referenced the Los 
Angeles County Post-Fire Environmental Data Dashboard as a source of consolidated air, water, soil, and 
human health data. Antos stated that the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
(OEHHA) was also involved. 

Upon inquiry, Moe explained that increased sedimentation near Rustic Canyon, at Will Rogers State Beach, 
was due to currents and wildfire discharge. Member Glickfeld expressed concern for ongoing dredging 
nearby. Moe noted that the Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) performed sediment 
sampling near Rustic Canyon and Topanga Creek and that water quality has improved over time, although 
a general, southward current has been observed. Member Marcela Benavides-Aguilar acknowledged the 
difference in flow between sites and inquired how this can affect sediment deposition. Moe explained that 
more data is required for this analysis.  

Moe noted that the Regional Board found elevated contaminant levels exceeding safety thresholds at 
Topanga County Beach after testing on February 6, 2025, but that no statistically significant trend has been 
established to explain the cause.  

Member Melanis Stepanian remarked that contaminants were discovered south of Heal the Bay’s 
monitoring boundary and inquired if other organizations were sampling in those areas. Moe stated that 
regular permit-related testing is ongoing south of Palos Verdes, and that the Regional Board has sampled 
as far south as Dockweiler Beach. 

5) Committee Member & Program Updates 

Committee Members provided updates: 

• Member Glickfeld expressed concern about the use of State Parks land near Topanga Creek and 
Lagoon for the US EPA’s Palisades Fire hazardous material staging area despite the ongoing 
Topanga Lagoon Restoration Project.  

• Member Glickfeld expressed concern about the deadline for public comment on Draft Initial 
Watershed Plans having passed before the October NSMB WASC meeting. Upon inquiry, 
Watershed Coordinator Watts noted that survey responses and comments from those who 
participated in the virtual Watershed Planning exercise were submitted to the Public Comment 
period. 

• Member Glickfeld requested additional information regarding the new Scientific Study (SS) review 
panel. 

• Member Ordower announced that the Los Angeles County Chief Sustainability Office will soon 
release a new version of the OurCounty Sustainability Plan. Member Ordower noted that 80% of 
the first version’s goals, published in 2019, were found to be met or on track to be met. 

Public Works staff provided an update, noting: 

• The deadline to submit a Project Modification Request (PMR) for consideration in the FY 2026-27 
SIP is October 31, 2025. The SCW Program is transitioning from the current PMR form to an online, 
direct submittal through the Reporting Module. This change will streamline integration with the SIP 
Tool and other modules. To access the PMR form for a project, navigate to the Reporting Module, 
select the appropriate project, and then click on the new title labeled “Project Modification Request”. 
More information can be found on the Guidelines for Project Modifications section on the Adaptive 
Management webpage. 
 

Public Works’ Watershed Planning staff provided an update, noting: 

• The public comment period for the Draft Initial Watershed Plans and beta Watershed Planning Tool 
ended on September 28, 2025. The Watershed Planning team is currently compiling, reviewing, 
and categorizing to assist in preparing responses, and will present on the Draft Initial Watershed 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/what-we-do/adaptive-management/
https://safecleanwaterla.org/what-we-do/adaptive-management/
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Plans at the next WASC meeting.  A total of 16 comments were received for the NSMB Watershed 
Area, broadly centered on aquatic species protection, restoration, habitat connectivity and support 
for nature-based solutions, and water quality. 

• As part of the ongoing Community Strengths and Needs Assessment (CSNA), 777 survey 
responses have been collected to date, including 35 responses specific to the NSMB Watershed 
Area. To support awareness and outreach efforts, a promotional toolkit is available on the 
Watershed Planning webpage, along with access to the CSNA Survey and Dashboard. The toolkit 
is available to anyone interested in promoting the CSNA.  

• To stay informed on SCW Program activities, stakeholders are encouraged to subscribe to the 
SCW Program newsletter, which provides ongoing updates on the Regional, Municipal, and District 
programs. Program implementation updates are also available on the “News and Updates” page 
of the SCW Program website. 

Upon inquiry, Watershed Planning staff explained that public comments are being sorted and may be 
published to the SCW Program website.   

7) Public Comment Period 

The Committee decided to discuss this item before Agenda Item 6. There were no public comments. 

6) Watershed Coordinator Updates 

The Watershed Coordinator Updates agenda item was deferred to a future meeting. 

8) Items for Next Agenda 

The next meeting will be on November 13, 2025 at 1:00pm – 3:00pm, held in person and online via WebEx. 
See the SCW Program website for meeting details. Items on the next agenda may include: 
 

a) Watershed Planning Phase 4 Engagement 

Public Works staff noted that the SS Symposium will be held at the Los Angeles County Public Works 
building in Alhambra and broadcast online on November 12, 2025.   

9) Adjournment 

Public Works staff thanked the WASC Members and the public for their attendance and participation and 
adjourned the meeting.  

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2025/04/SCWP-CSNA-Promotion-Toolkit-rev4.16.25.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://safecleanwaterla.org/news/
https://safecleanwaterla.org/event/north-santa-monica-bay-wasc-meeting-3/2025-11-13/


Member Type Organization Member Voting? Alternate Voting?

Approve the August 14, 

2025 NSMB WASC 

Meeting Minutes
Other 

Attendees
Agency LACFCD Marcela Benavides-Aguilar X Daniel Bradbury Y Safe Clean Water Program Webex Room

Agency LAC Waterworks District William Johnson X Y Alexander Iglesias Rosales

Agency MRCA Brian Baldauf X Rebecca Correa Y Jason Jade Pepito

Agency LVMWD David Pedersen Craig Jones X Y Lauren Anderson

Agency LVMWD Jessica Forte Jeremy Wolf James, USGR WC

Community Stakeholder Resident Madelyn Glickfeld X Richard Ambrose Y Alexia

Community Stakeholder PSOMAS Andrew Nickerson X Ion Cretu Y Daniel A.

Community Stakeholder Resident Susan Nissman x absent at vote Kekoa

Community Stakeholder Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation Ventura County Tevin Schmitt X Natalia Cuellar Y Jeremy McGranahan

Community Stakeholder Resident Jacy Shillan X Y PCHOY

Municipal Members Agoura Hills Charmaine Yambao Kelly Fisher X Y Alonso Garcia ULAR

Municipal Members Calabasas Curtis Castle Melanis Stepanian X A Craig Doberstein

Municipal Members Hidden Hills Kelsey Reed X Mayra Martinez Y Kristina Kreter

Municipal Members LAC Supervisor District 3 Aaron Ordower X Emily Ellison absent at vote Julie Millett

Municipal Members LAC Public Works Bruce Hamamoto X Paul Choy Y Rich Ambrose

Municipal Members Malibu Kiernan Brtalik Ewelina Mutkowska X Y Eric Wilson

Municipal Members Westlake Village Roxanne Hughes x Josephine Wilson absent at vote Kayla Urbina

Watershed Coordinator Melina S. Watts Consulting, LLC Melina Watts X Humon
17 Yay (Y) 12 Roxanne Hughes
16 Nay (N) 0 Rebecca Correa
4 Abstain (A) 1 Carlos Rodriguez
5 Total 13 sandy albores
7 Approved Call-in User_2
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