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Purpose

1. Explore the location of awarded projects and 
current projects under consideration in relation 
to disadvantaged communities. 

2. Inform WASC decision-making regarding direct 
benefits to disadvantaged communities.

Takeaway

● This slide deck is a resource for the WASC to 
reference when reviewing project applicants.

Interim Disadvantaged Community 
Programming Guidelines

Available on the website under SCWP 
Disadvantaged Community Benefit Policies

tinyurl.com/SCWPDAC

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2021/05/Interim-Disadvantaged-Community-Programming-Guidelines-20200513.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2021/05/Interim-Disadvantaged-Community-Programming-Guidelines-20200513.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/SCWPDAC


SCW Program Definitions

"Water Quality Benefit" "Water Supply Benefit" "Community Investment Benefit" 

Example of a Census Block Group in the CSMB

“‘Disadvantaged community’ means a census 
block group that has an annual median household 
income of less than eighty percent (80%) of the 
Statewide annual median household income (as 
defined in Water Code section 79505.5).” (Section 16.03(H))

"’Disadvantaged Community (DAC) Benefit’ means a Water Quality Benefit, Water Supply Benefit, 
and/or Community Investment Benefit located in a DAC or providing benefits directly to a DAC 
population.” (Section 16.03(I))



Provide Disadvantaged 
Community Benefits that are 
≥110% of the ratio of the 
disadvantaged community 
population to the total population 
in the Watershed Area. (Section 18.04 (J))

SCWP Disadvantaged Community Benefit Policy

To date, the CSMB SIPs have met and exceeded 
required investment in disadvantaged communities.

(~160%)



1. Any of the construction effort is within a census block group designated as a 
disadvantaged community

OR

1. None of the construction effort is within a census block group designated as a 
disadvantaged community BUT it provides a “direct benefit” to a census block 
group designated as a disadvantaged community. Indicating a project…

○ Meets the goals of the SCWP

○ The benefits provided to the community by each Project, and the area within 
which those benefits will be felt. 

Projects provide a Disadvantaged Community Benefit if:  



Hearing from community members is the best way to validate a direct benefit.

How Can you as a WASC Validate Direct Benefits?



IRWM DAC Involvement Program
Greater LA County Needs 

Assessment

tinyurl.com/IRWMPDAC

LA County RPOSD Park Needs 
Assessment

tinyurl.com/LACparkneed

CalEnviroScreen 

4.0

tinyurl.com/CaEnviroScreen4

Other Census data (DWR 
DAC 

Mapping Tool)
tinyurl.com/DWRDACmap

Some projects are near 
disadvantaged block groups. 
Can us the SCWP Spatial Data 
Library

How Can you as a WASC Validate Direct Benefits?

Other Possible Considerations:

External Datasets:Adjacency:

https://dpw.lacounty.gov/wmd/irwmp/Prop1DACIP.aspx
https://tinyurl.com/IRWMPDAC
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://tinyurl.com/LACparkneed
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
http://tinyurl.com/CaEnviroScreen4
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a
http://tinyurl.com/DWRDACmap


FY 25/26 Projects Under Consideration

Located in 
DAC

Claims 
DAC 
Benefit

Does Not 
Claim DAC 
Benefit

PMR 1 1 1

TRP 1 4 0

PMRs Submitted Projects for FY 25-26

TRPs Submitted Projects for FY 25-26



Edward Vincent Jr. Park Project (PMR)

Located in a DAC? Yes

Claims Benefits to DACs? Yes

CalEnviroScreen Score 87th Percentile

Park Need High

PMR



Washington Boulevard Project  (PMR)

Located in a DAC? No

Claims Benefits to DACs? No

CalEnviroScreen Score 81st Percentile

Park Need Moderate-High

PMR

CalEnviroscreen:



Fox Hills Park Multi-Benefit Stormwater Capture (TRP)

Located in a DAC? No

Claims Benefits to DACs? Yes

CalEnviroScreen Score 48th Percentile

Park Need Moderate

TRP

CalEnviroscreen:

CSNA Results for Culver City, Playa Vista LANC, 
Westchester LANC:

DWR DAC Mapping Tool:



Lindberg Park Multi-Benefit Stormwater Capture (TRP)

Located in a DAC? No

Claims Benefits to DACs? Yes

CalEnviroScreen Score 50th Percentile

Park Need Low

TRP

CalEnviroscreen:

DWR DAC Mapping Tool:



Hayden Tract Community Greenbelt (TRP)

Located in a DAC? No

Claims Benefits to DACs? Yes

CalEnviroScreen Score 68th Percentile

Park Need Moderate

TRP

CalEnviroscreen:

DWR DAC Mapping Tools:

CSNA Results for Culver City, Baldwin Hills LANC, Del Rey LANC, 
Westchester LANC, Mar Vista LANC, Palms LANC:



Western Gage Green Alleys Project (TRP)

Located in a DAC? Yes

Claims Benefits to DACs? Yes

CalEnviroScreen Score 98th percentile

Park Need High

TRP

CalEnviroscreen:



Community Investment Benefits Icon

1. Improve flood management, flood conveyance, or flood risk 
mitigation

2. Create, enhance, or restore park space, habitat, or wetland 
space

3. Improve public access to waterways

4. Create or enhance new recreational opportunities

5. Create or enhance green spaces at school

6. Reduce heat local island effect and increase shade

7. Increase shade or the number of trees or other vegetation

Community Investment Benefits Details & Icon Legend



Overview of Funded CSMB Projects

Project Name Claim DAC 
benefit?

Within a 
DAC?

Cal Enviro 
Screen

Park 
Need

Community Investment 
Benefits

$ SCWP 
Ask

Beverly Hills Burton Way 
Green Street and Water 
Efficient Landscape
Project (IP)

No No 44 Moderate
$5M

Culver City Mesmer Low 
Flow Diversion (IP) No No 61 High-Low

$950k

Ladera Park Stormwater 
Improvements Project (IP) No No 58 Low-Very 

Low $2M

MacArthur Lake 
Rehabilitation Project (IP) Yes Yes 86 Very 

High $31M

Monteith Park and View 
Park Green Alley Stormwater 
Improvements
Project (IP)

Yes Yes 63 Low
$4.5M



Overview of FY 25-26 CSMB Projects Cont.

Project Name Claim DAC 
benefit?

Within a 
DAC?

Cal Enviro 
Screen 

Park 
Need

Community Investment 
Benefits

$ SCWP 
Ask

Sustainable Water 
Infrastructure Project (IP) Yes Yes 81 Low

$7M

Washington Boulevard 
Stormwater and Urban 
Runoff Diversion (IP)

No No 81 Low
$3.M

Ballona Creek TMDL Project 
(IP) No No 53 Moderate

$22M

Slauson Connect Clean 
Water Project (IP) Yes Yes 85 Very 

High
$4.9
M

Angeles Mesa Green 
Infrastructure Corridor 
Project (IP)

Yes Yes 79 Moderate $8.4
M



Overview of FY 25-26 CSMB Projects Cont.

Project Name Claim DAC 
benefit?

Within a 
DAC?

Cal Enviro 
Screen

Park 
Need

Community Investment 
Benefits

$ SCWP 
Ask

Edward Vincent Jr. Park 
Stormwater Improvements 
Project (IP)

Yes Yes 87 Low
$4.3M

Ladera Heights - W Centinela 
Ave Green Improvement (IP) No No 47 High-

Low $500k

Imperial Highway Green 
Infrastructure Project (IP) Yes Yes 36 Low $5.2M

Community Garden Stormwater 
Capture Investigation (SS) N/A N/A N/A N/A Helps promote access to 

green space $371k

Microplastics in LA County 
Stormwater (SS) N/A N/A N/A N/A Promotes public 

education $247k

Regional Pathogen Reduction 
(SS) N/A N/A N/A N/A Helps protect human 

health $1.2M



Moving Forward

As a WASC, you are tasked with validating whether a Project provides a “direct benefit” to 
a disadvantaged community.  Done on a project-by-project basis. 

Take into consideration:

• What you have heard from the community themselves?

• What benefits is the project providing and how are these quantified?

• What areas will experience those benefits? 

• Do the project benefits meet community-identified priorities and concerns?

• What other project-specific considerations should be taken into account? 
(E.g. community access to a site)



THANK YOU
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