














From: claramsolis@earthlink.net
To: "robin fox"
Subject: RE: letter for rec & parks 7 / 18 meeting
Date: Thursday, July 18, 2024 12:55:00 AM

Thank you!

From: robin fox <robinfox_ca@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 9:55 PM
To: Clara Solis <claramsolis@earthlink.net>
Subject: letter for rec & parks 7 / 18 meeting

To:         Recreation and Parks Commissioners:
 Kevin De Leon, CD 14, Los Angeles City Council and Mayor of Los Angeles

Re:        Arroyo Seco Water Reuse Project, a joint project between Pasadena and South
Pasadena

Please do not approve the Arroyo Seco Water Reuse project (the Project) until and unless
Highland Park resident’s and Native American tribe, concerns about the project are
acknowledged, cured, and incorporated into the plan and residents are allowed to participate
in a real outreach process.  After input is received, the City of Los Angeles should negotiate to
incorporate community concerns in the project.  San Pascual Park land should not be removed
as open space with City of Los Angeles residents receiving no meaningful benefits.

The Project will use San Pascual Park land which is located in Highland Park to build a water
filtration project.  They claim this is necessary to clean the water from the Arroyo Seco
channel.  The San Pascual park land that will be used is currently located on the east side of
the channel and is a virtual small forest.  The Project will fence in Highland Park land and make
it inaccessible to City of Los Angeles residents and other users of the park.  This land is
currently used by area residents for hiking, running, bird and wildlife watching, equestrian use,
and by local residents who come to sit by the water on hot days because it is approximately 10
degrees cooler in the forest. 

There was no meaningful outreach or engagement to users of the park, residents of the San
Pascual Valley, Native American tribes, Equestrian users of the park, City of Los Angeles
residents, or to the Highland Park Neighborhood Council.  A Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) was mailed to just 98 Highland Park residents within 500 feet of the park.  Most of
these residents do not recall the notice which was mailed just before the Thanksgiving Holiday
in 2023.  In the whole of Pasadena, South Pasadena and Los Angeles only two residents
submitted comments on the MND.  This lack of participation shows that the community was
largely unaware of the project and its impacts to their community.

The San Pascual Neighborhood is unique.  It is largely a bowl which is bordered by the hillside



of Avenue 66, the York street bridge, South Pasadena and the 110 freeway/ Arroyo Seco
Parkway.  Most residents live from across the street from the freeway to within half a mile of
the freeway.  Thousands of vehicles pass by each day.  Because of its topography residents are
susceptible to heat which settles in the community and pollution from the I-110 freeway. 
Fortunately, the area has had an abundance of mature trees which have protected residents
from heat and pollution.  This tree canopy in the past decade has been reduced by
development.

(     YES        ) I am concerned that this project will remove 136 mature trees out of 166 trees
(82 percent) from the San Pascual site.  Thirty-six of these trees are protected.  More than a
quarter of the tree removals will be of protected trees.  The 166 trees that are adjacent to the
Arroyo Seco channel make up a small green belt forest that is a haven for area wildlife.  The
destruction of this small forest will be felt as it protects San Pascual residents from pollution,
noise and heat.  It provides protection from the I-110 freeway.

(      YES       ) I am concerned that 15 mature trees will be removed from the east side of our
San Pascual Park in Highland Park.  Nine (9) of these trees are protected.  Four (4) mature
coast live oaks and five (5) Mexican elderberries will be removed.  We need the trees as we
face unprecedented climate change impacts.  The replacement of trees will not provide any
benefit to the community for 10 to 20 years in terms of shade or protection from air and noise
pollution.   

(     YES        ) I oppose the removal of any protected trees from our open space/green space on
the San Pascual Park property which is in Highland Park and is located east of the Arroyo Seco
channel and south of San Pascual bridge.

(      YES       ) The San Pascual stables until recently allowed run-off from the stables including
manure to run into the Arroyo Seco channel.  The water should be retested. 

(      YES       ) The historic Arroyo Seco stone hitching post located on Highland Park land in San
Pascual park to the east of the Arroyo Seco Channel south of the San Pascual park should be
not be removed.  It should be preserved in place.

(    YES         ) The huge concrete pad which will cover the Pumping Station should be on South
Pasadena property, not Highland Park’s   San Pascual Park property.

(      YES       ) Water resources should be shared with the City of Los Angeles.

(      YES       ) Wildlife should be protected. 

(      YES       ) I have used this part of San Pascual Park on the east side of the park.

(      YES       ) I am concerned that the Project will make San Pascual Park Land in Highland Park
inaccessible to area         r                        residents.

(     YES        ) _I_worry that the noise of the pumping operation will shatter the calm provided
by the plants & paths. 



______________________________________________________________________

Name: _Sylva Blackstone__________________________________________________

Address:  1867 North Avenue 51, Los Angeles CA  90042_________________________

Email Address:   robinfox_ca@yahoo.com _________________________

 

ELYSIAN PARK CUTTING OF PROTECTED SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BLACK WALNUTS

Recreation and Parks personnel either directed or did not properly supervise a contractor at
the park.  The contractor literally clear cut a children’s area of many protected Southern
California Black Walnuts and other native plants.

A Takaape’ Waashut / SoCal Black Walnut woodland full of various native trees and shrubs
including Toyon, Elderberry, Catalina and Holly Leaf Cherry and Lemonade Berry were cut and
mutilated under the guise of brush clearance in and surrounding the Children's Arboretum in
Elysian Park.

Parks & Rec and Urban Forestry should ONLY use city staff knowledgeable of our native
species and the rules under the tree protection ordinance, INCLUDING the CUMULATIVE
diameter specification. Protocols must be set up so that a city arborist or ecologist reviews the
site and tags native and protected species that aid in fire resilience before any brush clearance
is performed.



From: Yael Pardess
To: Parks And Recs
Subject: Save San Pascual Park and San Rafael
Date: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 1:11:17 PM
Attachments: preview.png

Untitled attachment 00003.htm
San Rafael and San Pascual comments .pdf
Untitled attachment 00006.htm

Parks and Recreation Director and commissioners

The matter of the Water Reclamation projects at San Rafael and San Pascual was brought to
me on July 18th. 
I attended to the Parks and Recreation meeting and listed to many community members who
spoke against this project.
I read the detailed documents and plans and discussed the matter further to learn that the
community at large was not widely informed. 
There was a very limited outreach last year to 85 families only during the holidays. Not many
attended and very few attended or spoke up. 
This massive project concerns the area at large and will affect many communities, not just
these 85 families. 
This inadequate outreach may be intentional or not, but the community has a right to be  part
in these crucial decisions.

I live on CD1, but I walk these trails and enjoy the Arroyo very often. 
Like me- thousands of people enjoy this area. The reclamation project will last years and will
close off these areas. 
42 Protected trees  will be cut along with almost 100 significant trees that serve as habitat for
wildlife and give a most needed shade in this heating climate. 
Replanting young trees is not a viable sustainable solution. The replanted landscape proposed
is very exposed in comparison with the dense wooded San Pascual park, and the valuable
shade will be lost. The habitat will be totally destroyed. It will take at least 50 more years for
the young trees to give any significant shade or adequate protection to same number of
animals displaced . 
What a waste of funds and precious resources.
The parks are a very important part of the whole arroyo wildlife corridor. Especially San
Pascual with its dense wooded character.
This destruction- cutting many protected trees, killing or disturbing the existing wildlife is
simply unacceptable. And for what ? For a golf course???? For exclusive small  group playing
a on a grass that already wastes precious water resources? Have we not learned that we need
more mature trees? Has the city not declared it plans on protecting mature trees? 
If water reclamation is important it must be reviewed and discussed by many groups such as
indigenous tribal land leaders, The Sierra Club, the Community Forestry Advisory Committee
(who did not know about it), ASNC, City councils 1 and 14 that are affected, Pasadena, and
other protected tree groups. 

I myself am a member of our protected tree committee of the Mount Washington Home
Owners Alliance. Our goal is to educate the public, stop illegal protected trees removal and
catch offenders. Such an act of needless destruction without conducting wide community
discussions and environmental impacts is unacceptable!
Has any study been conducted to discuss alternative areas?



From my research and knowledge of the area, I am wondering why the project has not
considered the area right across from proposed San Pascual?. It is a flat area, in part Parking
lot, mostly bare and accessible. Selecting this area will save the densely wooded San Pascual
portion.

Additionally- I am reviewing number of trees cut per city and reviewing the maps as they
show in the city of Pasadena package online. I am seeing a clear discrepancy between city
boundaries as they show up on Google maps, and as they show up on the “Draft initial study”
It shows San Rafel as being fully under Pasadena City boundaries. but in fact it fall half into
the City of Los Angeles. Please see PDF attached. 
If this is the case, it affects number of protected trees removed per city and people should
know that.
 I am asking you to  put a stop to this project and listen to the community.
Thank you for your time. 




















































































































































































	Yael Pardess
	Resident Opposing Letters - Arroyo Seco Project
	Change.Org Petition 

