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Wednesday, July 10, 2024 
1:00pm – 3:30pm 
LA County Public Works Headquarters, 1st Floor (Courtyard) Conference Rooms C&D 
900 S. Fremont Ave, Alhambra, CA 91803  
 
Zoom Meeting  
Committee Members Present:
Maria Mehranian, Cordoba/Former LA Regional Water Quality Control Board Chair 
Diana Tang, Long Beach Water Department 
Belinda Faustinos, Retired NGO & State Agency Executive, Vice Chair 
Lauren Ahkiam, LAANE 
Charles Trevino, Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 
Diana Mahmud, Former City Councilmember, City of South Pasadena 
Carl Blum, LA County Flood Control District (non-voting member) 
 
Committee Members Present Virtually:
Barbara Romero, City of Los Angeles 
Mark Gold, Natural Resources Defense Council  
Norma Camacho, LA Regional Water Quality Control Board Chair (non-voting member) 
 
Committee Members Not Present: 
Kristine Guerrero, League of Cities, Chair  
 

 

Meeting Summary:  
At the July 2024 ROC meeting Belinda Faustinos and Diana Tang were selected as Chair and Vice-Chair, 
respectively, for the twelve-month term starting in August 2024.  The ROC considered five of the FY 2024-
25 Stormwater Investment Plans (SIPs) and recommended that the SIPs for Lower Los Angeles River 
Watershed Area, Lower San Gabriel River Watershed Area, Central Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area, 
North Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area, and Rio Hondo Watershed Area are helping to achieve SCWP 
Program Goals and therefore be approved. 

 
Key Action Items:   
  

• Public Works will incorporate insights to strengthen future SIP transmittal documents shared with the 
ROC. 

• Public Works will provide an overview presentation to the ROC at a future meeting about the Project 
Modification Request processes. 

• Public Works will work with County Counsel to finalize the ROC Charter and Operating Guidelines. 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Belinda Faustinos, Vice Chair of the Safe Clean Water (SCW) Program Regional Oversight Committee 
(ROC), welcomed Committee Members and called the meeting to order. 
 

3.    Roll Call 

The Vice-Chair moved this item before Item 2. 
 
The Executive Clerk conducted roll call and confirmed a quorum. Members Norma Camacho, Mark Gold, 
and Barbara Romero provided just cause to attend the meeting virtually under AB 2449.  
 
2. On-line and Spanish Language Participation Information  
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The Executive Clerk conducted a brief tutorial on Zoom and announced that the meeting was being 
broadcast live in Spanish.  
 
4.    Agenda Review and Meeting Purpose 

Vice-Chair Faustinos shared that the ROC will select the next Chair, Vice-Chair, or Co-Chairs for the 
Committee at this meeting. The positions will have a one-year term and begin at the August meeting. The 
Committee will additionally review the nine Stormwater Investment Plans (SIPs) for Fiscal Year 2024-25.  

 
5.    Ex Parte Communication Disclosures  

Member Maria Mehranian announced an intention to recuse from voting on the recommendation of the 
Central Santa Monica Bay (CSMB) SIP. 

 
6.    Approval of June 12, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

Vice-Chair Faustinos presented meeting minutes from the previous meeting. Member Diana Mahmud 
motioned to approve the meeting minutes, seconded by Member Diana Tang. The Committee voted to 
approve the June 12, 2024 meeting minutes with 6 votes in favor, 0 opposed, 2 in abstention, and 1 absent 
at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 

7.    Public Comment Period  

The Executive Clerk compiled all public comment cards received by 5:00pm the day before the meeting. 
One comment card was received prior to the meeting and can be found on the SCW Program website. 
Participants on the Spanish translation line and call-in users were also invited to provide public comment.  

 
Maggie Gardner (Our Water LA) provided public comment that reiterated a letter submitted to the ROC that 
can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 
8.    Discussion Items 

a) Selection of Chair & Vice-Chair  

The Committee discussed Chair and Vice Chair nominations. Member Carl Blum nominated Vice Chair 
Faustinos as Chair and Diana Tang as Vice Chair. Vice Chair Faustinos suggested that the Committee 
explore future discussions about staggered Chair and Vice-Chair terms.  
 
9.    Voting Items  

a) Selection of Chair & Vice-Chair  

The Vice-Chair moved this agenda item before item 8.  

 

Member Blum motioned to select Vice-Chair Faustinos as Chair and Member Tang as Vice-Chair, 

seconded by Member Mehranian. The Committee voted to select Belinda Faustinos and Diana Tang, as 

Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, with 8 votes in favor and 0 opposed (approved, see vote tracking sheet).  
 

8.    Discussion Items 

b) Recommendations for FY 2024-25 Stormwater Investment Plans 

Member Gold expressed concerns regarding the lack of Water Supply points allocated to projects that 
include infiltration galleries, storage cisterns, and drywells. Member Gold requested clarification on the 
Scoring Criteria used to award these points and sought more detailed information on potential site-specific 
reasons influencing these decisions. Member Gold inquired how individual projects are linked to impaired 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/OWLA-Letter-to-ROC-on-Round-5-SIP-Consideration.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/OWLA-Letter-to-ROC-on-Round-5-SIP-Consideration.pdf
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receiving waters and anticipated improvements to water quality. Member Gold also requested further 
clarification on the project siting rationale, considering factors such as convenience, land use compatibility, 
pollutant load, and whether projects are in polluted areas or above aquifers. 
 
Public Works staff clarified that Water Supply points are awarded by the Scoring Committee based on the 
Scoring Criteria rubric, which consider multiple factors. Public Works staff noted the Spatial Data Library, 
which can be found on the SCW Program website, includes data that identifies impaired bodies of water. 
Public Works staff additionally underscored the importance of Member Gold’s comments for refining future 
SCW Program application processes. Public Works staff also highlighted that more detailed project 
information is accessible through the SCW Program Project Portal. 
 
Upon inquiry, Public Works staff confirmed that the ROC and WASCs would be involved in watershed 
planning efforts, and input received will inform upcoming project cycles. 
 
Member Gold reiterated the need for more comprehensive information in the SIP documents provided to 
the ROC. Vice-Chair Faustinos noted slight inconsistencies in reported project details across applications. 
The Committee expressed interest in collaborating with Public Works staff to share recommendations about 
baseline information to include in future SIP transmittals. Member Gold volunteered to lead collaboration 
with Public Works staff on this effort. 
 
Members Mehranian and Tang acknowledged varying levels of detail in documents tailored for different 
audiences and expressed gratitude for Public Works staff efforts in material development.  
 
Upon inquiry, Ryanna Fossum (Stantec, Regional Coordination) confirmed that Project Modification 
Requests (PMRs) were included in SIP transmittal attachments and noted that WASCs used Project 
Modification Guidelines as a baseline for decision-making. Member Mahmud sought additional information 
on the level of detail included in the PMRs provided to WASCs. Vice-Chair Faustinos requested the ROC 
receive an overview presentation on PMRs, WASC roles, and ROC opportunities for PMR 
recommendations. 
 
Public Works staff explained that WASCs will address PMRs as they are submitted, rather than wait until a 
specific date, though PMR’s that require consideration by WASCs and that may impact Stormwater 
Investment Plans are due by October 31 each year. Public Works staff additionally highlighted the flexibility 
in the review process. Member Mahmud and Member Lauren Ahkiam discussed the potential for rolling 
approvals of PMRs within the SIP cycle. Member Mehranian suggested future engagement with project 
developers, possibly through workshops to strengthen the PMR process. 
  

i. Central Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area FY 2024-25 Stormwater investment Plan 
 
Fossum presented a summary of the SIP recommended by the Central Santa Monica Bay WASC. 
Presentation slides can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos inquired about the “Annual Operations and Maintenance (O&M)” column in the SIP 
tool. Fossum clarified that the column represents the expected O&M costs for each project, which are 
anticipated to be covered by Regional Program funds. 
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos raised a question about the allocation of O&M funds and how much had already been 
awarded to-date. Public Works staff indicated that this specific figure was not currently available but 
acknowledged its importance for future planning. 
 
Member Mahmud recommended that the Street Sweeping Study, one of the approved Scientific Studies 
(SS), expand its scope to include methodologies applicable to other cities beyond the City of Los Angeles, 
as currently proposed. Member Mahmud emphasized the importance of considering differences in project 
equipment requirements across various municipalities. 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/10-July-ROC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
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Member Mahmud expressed concern about the significant financial contributions to the Identifying Best 
Practices for Maintaining Stormwater Drywell Capacity SS (hereafter referred to as Drywell SS), which is 
spans multiple watersheds. Member Mahmud highlighted the need for a clearer breakdown of costs, 
referencing a State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) drywell report and advocated that further 
research be conducted on leveraging funds from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF). Member 
Mahmud also raised concerns about potential overallocations by some WASCs. 
 
Upon inquiry, Public Works staff clarified that SS undergo thorough vetting by WASCs and emphasized 
that any feedback from the ROC about misalignment with SCW Program goals would be documented and 
reviewed by the appropriate committees. Public Works staff noted that SS proposals do not go directly to 
the Scoring Committee but undergo third-party reviews. 
 
CSMB WASC Co-Chair Susie Santilena shared insights about WASC discussions regarding the Street 
Sweeping SS. Santilena highlighted the study’s broader applicability beyond the City of Los Angeles 
jurisdiction and its potential to enhance pollutant removal practices in various municipalities. The CSMB 
WASC is interested in leveraging shared outcomes from the study and sharing findings with other 
municipalities. 
 
Member Romero emphasized that while the ROC sets frameworks for projects and policies, specific project 
scope expansions or vetoes fall under the WASCs’ purview. Public Works staff reaffirmed commitments to 
incorporating feedback into future policy-level changes, emphasizing the iterative nature of the SCW 
Program.   
 

ii. Lower Los Angeles River Watershed Area FY 2024-25 Stormwater investment Plan 

Fossum presented a summary of the SIP recommended by the Lower Los Angeles River WASC. 
Presentation slides can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 
Member Mahmud voiced concerns regarding the Lynwood City Park Stormwater Capture Project (hereafter 
referred to as the Lynwood Park Project) and highlighted that a significant portion of the Lower Los Angeles 
River (LLAR) WASC budget has been allocated. Member Mahmud expressed apprehension that such high 
allocations may compromise funding availability for future projects and PMRs.  
 
Member Ahkiam clarified that the Lynwood Park Project is primarily a construction endeavor.  
 
LLAR WASC Co-Chairs Asha Kreiling and Madeline Chen expressed interest in seeing more leverage 
funding sought by project applicants, citing the rationale that the WASC would not fund any new IP projects 
in Round 6. 
 
Member Tang commended the LLAR WASC for approving the Lynwood Park Project, noting historical 
challenges in securing funding for projects in the area. 
 
The ROC sought clarification on the funding structure, particularly whether projects are awarded funding 
per FY or for the entire five-years. Fossum explained that the $22 million allocated for the Lynwood Park 
Project spans the five-year SIP budget. The Fund Transfer Agreement commits funding for the first year, 
while funding for the subsequent four years are earmarked. Upon inquiry, Fossum noted that the WASCs 
typically do not withdraw funding once earmarked, although project proponents are aware that the 
earmarked funding is not guaranteed throughout the project's duration. 
 

iii. Lower San Gabriel River Watershed Area FY 2024-25 Stormwater investment Plan 

Fossum presented a summary of the SIP recommended by the Lower San Gabriel River WASC. 
Presentation slides can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/10-July-ROC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/10-July-ROC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
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Member Mahmud highlighted disparities in funding allocations across watersheds, noting that LLAR had 
allocated 91 percent of the FY 2024-25 budget, compared to Lower San Gabriel River’s (LSGR) 51 percent. 
Member Mahmud commended the LSGR WASC for their prudent approach to funding allocations. 
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos also commended the WASC’s priority to reserve a portion of funds specifically for 
small-sized projects, emphasizing a commitment to support smaller-scale initiatives within the watershed. 
 

iv. North Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area FY 2024-25 Stormwater investment Plan 

Fossum presented a summary of the SIP recommended by the North Santa Monica Bay WASC. 
Presentation slides can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 
Member Mahmud commended the North Santa Moncia Bay (NSMB) WASC, highlighting the WASC’s 
decision to allocate only 39% of the FY 2024-25 budget. Member Mahmud praised the approval of a robust 
project that offers significant Water Supply Benefits. 
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos explained that historical challenges in meeting project criteria contributed to the 
WASC's deliberative approach in allocating funds. 
 
NSMB WASC Chair Madelyn Glickfeld expressed appreciation for the SCW Program’s adaptation of water 
supply scoring criteria, which has benefited the NSMB WASC, and expressed optimism about the eligibility 
of additional projects in the future. 
 

v. Rio Hondo Watershed Area FY 2024-25 Stormwater investment Plan 

Fossum presented a summary of the SIP recommended by the Rio Hondo WASC. Presentation slides 
can be found on the SCW Program website.  
 
Member Mahmud sought clarification regarding a table included in the Rio Hondo (RH) WASC SIP 
Transmittal, which reflects anticipated construction funding and results in a 2,014 percent allocation of the 
FY 2027-28 budget. 
 
RH WASC Chair Dawn Petschauer explained that some projects have not progressed beyond the design 
phase. RH WASC Chair Petschauer highlighted that the South El Monte High School Stormwater 
Improvement Project, included in the SIP, revised its request to focus solely on design-only funds. 
Additionally, Caltrans has tentatively agreed to collaborate on funding for construction.  
 
In response to inquiries from Member Mahmud and Vice-Chair Faustinos, Public Works staff clarified that 
municipalities enter into a Fund Transfer Agreement specific to each FY, rather than for the entire project 
lifespan. 
 
Member Mahmud suggested that the Drywell SS may be eligible for CWSRF funding, as the program funds 
planning, design, and water quality planning for capital projects.  
 
Drywell SS project proponent Ali Sharbat (California State Polytechnic University, Pomona) shared efforts 
to explore leveraging funds from sources like the Department of Education and Nation Science Foundation.  
Sharbat clarified that the project team has not explored the CWSRF. Upon inquiry, Sharbat noted that there 
have not been any applications currently submitted for leverage funding.  
 
Members Romero and Gold noted that the CWSRF primarily supports capital improvement projects and 
suggested that the Drywell SS may not be eligible for funding under the CWSRF program. Member Gold 
added that the CWSRF application process is difficult and competitive. 
 
Member Camacho recommended that the Drywell SS proponent collaborate with the SWRCB on future 
initiatives. 

https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/10-July-ROC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/content/uploads/2024/07/10-July-ROC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
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Member Gold emphasized the need for nuanced discussions moving forward, focusing on the validity of 
claimed project benefits and identifying appropriate times for discussing broader recommendations. 
Member Blum commented that clear and specific goals would be delineated in the coming year through 
adaptive management and Watershed Planning efforts. Member Blum expressed hope that upcoming 
project submissions would show how the project is achieving the goals of the SCW Program. 
 

vi. Santa Clara River, South Santa Monica Bay, Upper Los Angeles River, and Upper San 
Gabriel River 

The Santa Clara River, South Santa Monica Bay, Upper Los Angeles River, and Upper San Gabriel River 
SIPs were tabled to be discussed at the next ROC meeting due to time constraints. 
 
9.    Voting Items 

b.  Recommendations for FY 2024-25 Stormwater Investment Plans 

Following a discussion about voting on the five FY 2024-25 SIPs discussed during the meeting or waiting 
to vote on all nine at the following meeting, Member Mehranian made a motion to vote on the five FY 2024-
25 SIPs discussed during the meeting, seconded by Member Trevino. This was approved with 4 votes in 
favor, 1 opposed, 2 in abstention, and 1 absent at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet).  
 
Following this vote, County Counsel recommended that each of the FY 2024-25 Stormwater Investment 
Plans be voted on separately. 
 
Member Trevino motioned to recommend that the Central Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area FY 2024-25 
SIP is helping to achieve SCWP Program Goals and therefore be approved, seconded by Vice-Chair 
Faustinos. The Committee approved the motion to recommend the CSMB SIP with 6 votes in favor, 0 
opposed, 1 in abstention, and 1 member absent at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 
Member Mehranian motioned to recommend that the Lower Los Angeles River Watershed Area FY 2024-
25 SIP is helping to achieve SCWP Program Goals and therefore be approved, seconded by Member 
Trevino. The Committee approved the motion to recommend the LLAR SIP with 5 votes in favor, 1 opposed, 
1 in abstention, and 1 member absent at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 
Member Mehranian motioned to recommend that the Lower San Gabriel River Watershed Area FY 2024-
25 SIP is helping to achieve SCWP Program Goals and therefore be approved, seconded by Vice-Chair 
Faustinos. The Committee approved the motion to recommend the LSGR SIP with 7 votes in favor, 0 
opposed, and 1 member absent at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos motioned to recommend that the North Santa Monica Bay Watershed Area FY 2024-
25 SIP is helping to achieve SCWP Program Goals and therefore be approved, seconded by Member 
Mahmud. The Committee approved the motion to recommend the NSMB SIP with 7 votes in favor, 0 
opposed, and 1 member absent at the time of the vote (approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 
Vice-Chair Faustinos motioned to recommend that the Rio Hondo Watershed Area FY 2024-25 SIP is 
helping to achieve SCWP Program Goals and therefore be approved, seconded by Member Mehranian. 
The Committee voted with 7 votes in favor, 0 opposed, and 1 member absent at the time of the vote 
(approved, see vote tracking sheet). 
 

10.    ROC Member Updates  

Vice Chair Faustinos requested that Public Works staff continue to share updates on action items in the 
Program Administration Updates section of ROC meetings.  
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Member Ahkiam requested Public Works staff consider additional County facilities for future ROC meetings, 
such as the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.  
 
11.    Program Administration Updates 

Public Works staff provided an update, noting: 

• An information session on the Metrics & Monitoring Study (MMS) is scheduled for July 25, 2024. 
MMS reports will also be shared following the information session. 

• Public Education and Community Engagement Grant Program workshops will take place on July 
11 at 9:00am and July 24 at 4:30pm, to solicit feedback on program design.  

• The SCW Program Board Report from June 20, 2024 is now posted online. The Board instructed 
Public Works to provide this Board Report on the progress and timeline for the completion of 15 
items related to the adaptive management of the SCW Program. All 15 items are on schedule to 
be completed by June 2025 as directed.  

• The ROC Charter and Operating Guidelines have been updated to include two new articles related 
to the ROC’s oversight role and the Executive Clerk role. Revisions were also made to term 
regulations (i.e., changing to a four-year cycle), emphasis on the importance of ROC Member 
attendance, expanded language in the roles and responsibilities section, and documented 
provisions for remote participation. Public Works staff is finalizing the ROC Charter and Operating 
Guidelines with County Counsel and will work with the ROC Chair before presenting to the ROC 
and finalizing. The ROC Charter and Operating Guidelines are not required to undergo public 
review.  

• The Watershed Planning team will be conducting its first engagement effort with the WASCs at 
upcoming Committee meetings starting next week. 

Upon inquiry, Public Works staff shared that the ROC will receive more information and an update about 
Watershed Planning engagement efforts with WASCs at the next ROC meeting. 

12.    Items for Next Agenda 

a) Review FY 2024-25 Stormwater Investment Plans and Recommendations  
b) SCW Program Watershed Planning Update 

The next ROC meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2024 at the Los Angeles County Public Works 
Headquarters and will include the continued review of FY2024-25 SIPs.  

13.    Meeting Adjourned  

Vice-Chair Faustinos thanked ROC Members and the public and adjourned the meeting at 3:40 pm. 





Date: 07/08/2024

To: Regional Oversight Committee
cc: SCWP Staff

From: OWLA Core Team (Heal the Bay, LAANE, LA Waterkeeper, Nature for All, Pacoima
Beautiful, SCOPE, The Nature Conservancy and TreePeople)

RE: Input on SCWP SIP Review

Chair Kristine Guerrero, Vice Chair Belinda Faustinos, and Committee Members:

On behalf of the OurWaterLA (OWLA) coalition, the undersigned recommend that the Regional
Oversight Committee (ROC) approve the Stormwater Investment Plans (SIPs) for the 9
Watershed Area Steering Committees (WASCs) to expedite funding allocation for selected
projects and studies.

OWLA has identified the following projects that were included in SIPs as exemplars in Fiscal
Year 2023-2024, and have elaborated on what elements have made them stand out.

Upper LA River WASC:
1. Bowtie Demonstration Project

a. Extensive community engagement that included working with partners on the
ground for community outreach in English and Spanish, hosting events and
workshops, regularly attending four monthly Neighborhood Council meetings,
and compensated listening sessions with a tribe

b. Creation and restoration of riparian habitat and wetlands with more than
50% of the site being established with native species,

c. Using a combination of hydrodynamic separators, membrane filtration, and a
constructed wetland to treat dry weather and partial wet weather flows for
metals, bacteria, and organics,

d. Within a DAC census block group and efforts to identify how the project can
support monolingual Spanish-speaking and unhoused community members with
community-based partners

e. Quality labor standards under Proposition 68 including prevailing wage.
2. Green Street Demonstration Project on Main Street

a. Provides water supply benefits + ecosystem water supply benefits
b. Creation of nearly 1 acre of new habitat (58,000 square feet of native plants)
c. Located within a DAC
d. Inclusion of ADA accessible ramps and crosswalks

Rio Hondo WASC:
1. South El Monte High School Stormwater Improvement Project

a. Example of a school district project and located on school grounds and within
a DAC



b. Addressed feedback from community in their application
c. Distributed stormwater facilities across the campus that will include native

vegetation and compost amended soil
d. While no water supply benefit due to high groundwater, project is providing

surface level ecosystem water supply benefits

When OWLA reviews projects, it considers several different categories:
● Location (within/outside a DAC)
● Does the project address an actual need of an underserved community?
● Anti-displacement measures
● Community support and engagement
● Water quality and water supply
● Public health, community investments, and multiple benefits
● Nature-based solutions
● Green jobs
● Cost and leveraged funding

We have summarized some of our observations across these categories to highlight the
considerations we make and the concerns we have to help SCWP committee members as they
review projects. We hope these observations can also inform project developers and the
upcoming visioning process occurring at the ROC.

OWLA wants to see better representations of meaningful community engagement to ensure
projects are responsive to community needs and priorities, especially for projects located in and
claiming to serve disadvantaged communities. Projects should seek to involve—if not
collaborate with and empower—community members that are and will be impacted by the
proposed project through an iterative process of actively soliciting and incorporating input.

● The strongest examples were projects in which there were partnerships with
community-based and/or nonprofit organizations, such as the Bowtie Demonstration
Project and Finkbiner Park Stormwater Capture Project. These CBO/NGO partnerships
realized strategies such as supporting youth councils, conducting surveys with wide
reach and synthesized analyses, engaging tribal members, multiple community events,
and metrics-based outreach plans.

● While project applicants listed various activities like presentations, community meetings,
or tabling events, we would like to see more details about who was engaged, how many
people, and how they were engaged (ex. receiving information, filling out passive
feedback forms, engaging in active discussion, voting on project elements).

● Another key detail must be whether and how community input was synthesized and
incorporated into the project. For example, the Osborne Street Stormwater Capture
Green Street Project incorporated safer transportation and green space benefits based
on feedback from engagement activities.

● Another concern was a few projects that had only one touchpoint with community
members and other stakeholders when outreach/engagement should be an iterative
process.

● We also want to flag projects that claim to provide DAC benefits yet explicitly state
having not done any DAC outreach/engagement. This reiterates a concern we had with
the Imperial Highway Green Infrastructure Project in the last round.

OWLA has always held vegetated nature-based solutions as a cornerstone of our priorities for
the SCWP because of their potential to provide a number of community benefits while also



contributing to water quality and water supply. We are concerned with the number of projects we
are seeing that are replacing impervious surfaces with permeable pavers, rather than with
natural materials. This type of project reinforces our commitment to seeing more nuanced
nature-based solutions scoring metrics. We will always prefer to see some impervious surface
removal, even if it is replaced with permeable pavers, to none at all. However, permeable
pavers do not provide the same multiple benefits to people, wildlife, and ecosystems that native
plants, amended soil, or mulch can provide such as habitat and reduced heat island effect.
Similarly, we are very much concerned with the conversion to artificial turf. These surfaces may
be slightly more permeable than concrete, but they can increase heat island effect and can have
troubling environmental impacts such as contributing to microplastic pollution.

Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations.  We look forward to continuing our
engagement with this committee and the watershed coordinators to ensure a better water future
for the region. 

Sincerely,

OurWaterLA1

1 OurWaterLA is a diverse coalition of community leaders and organizations from across Los
Angeles County united to create a strong water future for Los Angeles. Our goal is to secure
clean, safe, affordable and reliable water for drinking, recreation and commerce now and for the
future. We have a deep commitment to uphold the trust that voters had in us when passing this
measure and that projects which achieve Safe Clean Water Program objectives of water quality,
water supply, nature-based solutions and community investments are prioritized.









Name Email

Executive Clerk | Hayat Rasul (Craig Moyle) craig.moyle@stantec.com
Executive Clerk | Hayat Rasul craig.moyle@stantec.com
ROC | Norma Camacho (Norma Camacho) norma.camacho@waterboards.ca.gov
Executive Clerk | Michelle Struthers (she/her) (Michelle Struthers (she/her))michelle.struthers@stantec.com
Executive Clerk | Michelle Struthers (she/her) (Michelle Struthers (she/her))michelle.struthers@stantec.com
ROC | Barbara Romero (Barbara Romero) barbara.romero@lacity.org
ROC | Barbara Romero barbara.romero@lacity.org
ROC | Barbara Romero barbara.romero@lacity.org
Regional Coordinator | Ryanna Fossum (Ryanna Fossum) ryanna.fossum@stantec.com
ROC | Mark Gold (mark gold) mgold@nrdc.org
Spanish interpreter- Gabriela M. moya.gabi@gmail.com
Spanish interpreter- Gabriela M. moya.gabi@gmail.com
Spanish interpreter- Gabriela M. moya.gabi@gmail.com
Interpreter - Javier Morrone javiermorrone@hotmail.com
Natalie Hernandez natalie.hernandez@cordobacorp.com
WC | James Cortes (James Cortes) james@godayone.org
Emily Ng (she/her) emily.ng@stantec.com
MADELYN GLICKFELD madelynglickfeld@verizon.net
Stephen b srbz@aol.com
Richard Watson rwatson@rwaplanning.com
Richard Watson rwatson@rwaplanning.com
Pablo pforni@dpw.lacounty.gov
abarreras abarreras@dpw.lacounty.gov
abarreras abarreras@dpw.lacounty.gov
Denise ddolor@odwd.org
Denise ddolor@odwd.org
Kathleen McGowan kathleen@mcgowan.consulting
Paige Bistromowitz - LASAN paige.bistromowitz@lacity.org
AKim akim@dpw.lacounty.gov
Anthony O anthony.ortega@pomonaca.gov
Arisa Cleaveland | SGA Marketing acleaveland@sgamarketing.com
Uriel Cobian ucobian@dpw.lacounty.gov
Joe Venzon - LA County jvenzon@dpw.lacounty.gov
Brenda Ponton bponton@woodardcurran.com
aiglesiasrosale aiglesiasrosale@lacounty.gov
guest Guest kallen@pw.lacounty.gov
Michelle Staffield (JLHA) mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Michelle Staffield mstaffield@jlha.net
Jose Castro - LACPW jfcastro@dpw.lacounty.gov
Samantha Torres satorres@dpw.lacounty.gov

Regional Oversight Committee - July 10, 2024

Zoom Attendance



Samantha Torres satorres@dpw.lacounty.gov
YAO KOUWONOU ykouwonou@dpw.lacounty.gov
WC | Carlos Moran (Carlos Moran) carlos@watershedhealth.org
Mei-Lin Hanna (JLHA) mhanna@jlha.net
Haris Harouny hharouny@dpw.lacounty.gov
Haris Harouny - LACPW hharouny@dpw.lacounty.gov
Alynn Sun asun@dpw.lacounty.gov
Alynn Sun asun@dpw.lacounty.gov
Brett Perry brett.perry@lacity.org
Larry Tran - LACPW ltran@pw.lacounty.gov
Larry Tran - LACPW ltran@pw.lacounty.gov
Bruce Hamamoto bhamamo@dpw.lacounty.gov
Paul Mead paulmead@cordobacorp.com
Darin Seegmiller - City of Santa Clarita dseegmiller@santaclarita.gov
Darin Seegmiller dseegmiller@santaclarita.gov
Darin Seegmiller dseegmiller@santaclarita.gov
Sara_McGaugh sara.mcgaugh@cordobacorp.com
Craig Cadwallader-SSMB WASC Chair craigc@surfrider-southbay.org
Haley L hlawton@santaclarita.gov
Haley L hlawton@santaclarita.gov
Haley L hlawton@santaclarita.gov
Haley L hlawton@santaclarita.gov
Susie Santilena - LASAN, SCWID susie.santilena@lacity.org
Dawn Petschauer dpetschauer@cityofpasadena.net
Josafat Flores joflores@dpw.lacounty.gov
Conor Mossavi conor.mossavi@ladwp.com
Jacqueline Stone (LACPW) jstone@dpw.lacounty.gov
Oliver Galang (Craftwater Engrg) oliver.galang@craftwaterinc.com
Ava Farriday afarriday@waterfdn.org
Alexia Skrbic (Heal the Bay) askrbic@healthebay.org
Tiffany Lai tlai@dpw.lacounty.gov
Mayra Cabrera - LACPW mcabrera@pw.lacounty.gov
Michelle Struthers (she/her) michelle.struthers@stantec.com
Michelle Struthers (she/her) michelle.struthers@stantec.com
Hans Tremmel - Brown and Caldwell htremmel@brwncald.com
Sofia Cardenas scardenas@dpw.lacounty.gov
Austine Racelis aracelis@dpw.lacounty.gov
Austine Racelis aracelis@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jason Casanova, Council for Watershed Health cas@watershedhealth.org
Eric Bonilla ebonilla@dpw.lacounty.gov
Geraldine Trivedi geraldine.trivedi@redondo.org
Geraldine Trivedi geraldine.trivedi@redondo.org
Veronica Carrillo vcarrillo@dpw.lacounty.gov
Hong Lee hlee@cityofgardena.org
Melina Watts melinawatts@gmail.com
aiglesias aiglesiasrosale@dpw.lacounty.com
Nina Jazmadarian nina.jaz@fmwd.com
Norma Camacho norma.camacho@waterboards.ca.gov
Norma Camacho norma.camacho@waterboards.ca.gov



Julie Carver, Pomona julie.carver@pomonaca.gov
Julie Allen - LASAN julie.allen@lacity.org
Barbara Romero barbara.romero@lacity.org
Barbara Romero barbara.romero@lacity.org
Ryanna Fossum ryanna.fossum@stantec.com
Margarit Movsesian mmovsesian@dpw.lacounty.gov
Melania G mgaboyan@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jalaine Q. Verdiner - LA County PW jquintr@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jalaine Q. Verdiner - LA County PW jquintr@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jalaine Q. Verdiner - LA County PW jquintr@dpw.lacounty.gov
Susana Arredondo (she/her) Los Angeles Water Board susana.arredondo@waterboards.ca.gov
Susana Arredondo (she/her) Los Angeles Water Board susana.arredondo@waterboards.ca.gov
Jenny Chau jechau@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jackson Guze jackson.guze@lacity.org
Rafael Sanchez rasanchez@dpw.lacounty.gov
Jenny Newman jenny.newman@waterboards.ca.gov
Kristina Kreter kkreter@watershedhealth.org
Kristina Kreter kkreter@watershedhealth.org
Eileen Alduenda eileen@watershedhealth.org
4. Hadi hadiheidari17@gmail.com
4. Hadi hadiheidari17@gmail.com
4. Hadi hadiheidari17@gmail.com
Allan Rigg arigg@cityofgardena.org
Spanish interpreter- Gabriela M. moya.gabi@gmail.com
Spanish interpreter- Gabriela M. moya.gabi@gmail.com
Alex de Vera alexander.devera@abbott.com
Julie Millett jmillett@rwaplanning.com
WC | Amanda Begley (Amanda Begley) abegley@treepeople.org
Donna Tran - LACPW dtran@dpw.lacountygov
Robyn F. robyn.finley@stantec.com
Thuan Nguyen thunguyen@dpw.lacounty.gov
mark gold mgold@nrdc.org
Carlos Rodriguez carodriguez@dpw.lacounty.gov
MADELYN GLICKFELD madelyn.glickfeld@ioes.ucla.edu
DBatarseh dbatarseh@dpw.lacounty.gov
Kerry Quinlan kquinlan@dpw.lacounty.gov
Alonso Garcia agarcia@watershedhealth.org
Johanna johanna.chang@ladwp.com
Justin Jones - LACPW jujones@pw.lacounty.gov
Melissa Turcotte mturcotte@dpw.lacounty.gov
Interpreter - Javier Morrone javiermorrone@hotmail.com
Max Bracey (he/him) mbracey@healthebay.org
Jessica Forte jforte@agourahillscity.org
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