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Purpose

1. Recall the “Interim Disadvantaged 
Community Programming Guidelines.”

2. Explore the location of awarded projects 
and current projects under 
consideration in relation to 
disadvantaged communities. 

3. Inform WASC decision-making 
regarding direct benefits to 
disadvantaged communities.

Takeaway
● This slide deck is a resource for the WASC 

to reference when reviewing Round 
5 projects.

Interim Disadvantaged 
Community Programming 

Guidelines

Available on the website

https://safecleanwaterla.org/2022-interim-guidance/


Program Definitions

"Water Quality Benefit" "Water Supply Benefit" "Community Investment Benefit" 

Example of a Census Block Group in the LSGR

“‘Disadvantaged community’ means a census 
block group that has an annual median household 
income of less than eighty percent (80%) of the 
Statewide annual median household income (as 
defined in Water Code section 79505.5).” (Section 16.03(H))

"’Disadvantaged Community (DAC) Benefit’ means a Water Quality Benefit, Water Supply Benefit, 
and/or Community Investment Benefit located in a DAC or providing benefits directly to a DAC 
population.” (Section 16.03(I))



Provide Disadvantaged 
Community Benefits that 
are ≥110% of the ratio of 
the disadvantaged 
community population 
to the total population in 
the Watershed Area. (Section 

18.04 (J))

SCWP Disadvantaged Community Benefit Policy

To date, the LSGR SIPs have met and exceeded required 
investment in disadvantaged communities.



1. Any of the construction effort is within a census block group 
designated as a disadvantaged community

OR

1. None of the construction effort is within a census block group 
designated as a disadvantaged community BUT it provides a 
“direct benefit” to a census block group designated as a 
disadvantaged community.

Projects provide a Disadvantaged Community Benefit if:  



Whether a Project provides a “direct benefit” will be a decision made by WASCs on a 
project-by-project basis, considering:

• the goals of the SCWP, 

• the benefits provided to the community by each Project, and 

• the area within which those benefits will be felt. 

What Counts as a “Direct Benefit?”



Hearing from community members is the best way to validate a direct benefit.

IRWM DAC Involvement 
Program Greater LA County 

Needs Assessment

LA County RPOSD Park 
Needs Assessment

CalEnviroScreen 

4.0

Other Census data 
(DWR DAC 

Mapping Tool)

Some projects are near 
disadvantaged block 
groups.

How Can you as a WASC Validate Direct Benefits?

Other Possible Considerations:

External Datasets:Adjacency:

https://dpw.lacounty.gov/wmd/irwmp/Prop1DACIP.aspx
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/wmd/irwmp/Prop1DACIP.aspx
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/pna-home/
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=daa4b54daf0a425ab040c857b55e596a


3 “Buckets”

Projects Located Within
a 2020 Disadvantaged 
Census  Block Group 

(thus expressly benefit a 
DAC)

Projects NOT Located 
Within a 2020 

Disadvantaged Census  
Block Group but ARE 

Claiming a DAC Benefit

Location of Projects 

Projects NOT Located 
Within a 2020 

Disadvantaged Census  
Block Group but NOT 

Claiming a DAC Benefit

1 2 3



Awarded Projects To Date in LSGR
Bucket 1 Bucket 2 Bucket 3

Within a DAC block 

group

Not within DAC block 

group and no benefit

Not within DAC block 

group but does benefit

17 IP 3 3 11

1 TRP - - 1

110% DAC investment 
requirement met and 
exceeded 



Awarded Projects To Date in LSGR

Bucket 1 Bucket 2 Bucket 3

Within a DAC block 

group

Not within DAC block 

group and no benefit

Not within DAC block group 

but does benefit

17 IP
1. Bellflower Simms Park 

Stormwater Capture Project

2. Bellflower Simms 

(Construction)

3. Adventure Park

1. Skylinks Golf Course at 

Wardlow Stormwater Capture 

Project

2. Heartwell Park at Palo Verde 

Channel

3. La Mirada Creek Park

1. El Dorado Regional

2. Hermosillo Park

3. Cerritos Sports Complex

4. Caruthers Park

5. Mayfair Park

6. Bolivar Park

7. Artesia Park

8. Lakewood Equestrian Center

9. York Field

10. La Habra Heights

11. Progress Park

1 TRP - -
1. Sorensen Park Multi-Benefit 

Stormwater Capture Project



Round 5 Projects Under Consideration

Bucket 1 Bucket 2 Bucket 3

Within a DAC block group Not within DAC block group 

and no benefit

Not within DAC block group but 

does benefit

5 IP
N/A 1. El Dorado Park Regional 

Stormwater Capture 

Project, Construction

2. Independence Park 

Runoff Capture Facility

3. Reservoir Park 

Stormwater Capture 

Project

1. Sorensen Park Multi-Benefit 

Stormwater Capture Project

2. Heartwell Park at Clark 

Channel Stormwater Capture 

Project



Submitted Round 5 Projects 
Located Within a 2020 Disadvantaged 

Census  Block Group

Suggested Action: None. If implemented, expressly provide disadvantaged 
community benefits according to Safe, Clean Water Program Guidelines

1



Submitted Round 5 Projects 
NOT Located Within and NOT Claiming Benefits to a 

Disadvantaged 
Census  Block Group

Suggested Action: None. No further assessment required by WASC 
regarding disadvantaged community benefit.

2



El Dorado Regional Stormwater Capture Project, ConstructionIP

Lead: City of Long Beach
Funding Requested: $37.4M

Disadvantaged community census block groups (2020)

Does application claim 
DAC benefit? 

No

Located within 2020 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No 

Located within 2016 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No

Distance to nearest DAC 2 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 34th percentile

Park Need Low

No direct benefit to a disadvantaged 
community claimed by applicant



Independence Park Runoff Capture FacilityIP

Lead: City of Downey
Funding Requested: $1.3M

Disadvantaged community census block groups (2020)

Does application claim 
DAC benefit? 

No

Located within 2020 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No (but adjacent)

Located within 2016 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No (but adjacent)

Distance to nearest DAC 0 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 80th percentile

Park Need High

No direct benefit to a disadvantaged 
community claimed by applicant



Reservoir Park Stormwater Capture ProjectIP

Lead: City of Signal Hill
Funding Requested: $6.7M

Disadvantaged community census block groups (2020)

Does application claim DAC 
benefit? 

No

Located within 2020 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No

Located within 2016 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No 

Distance to nearest DAC 0.6 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 71st percentile

Park Need Very Low

No direct benefit to a disadvantaged 
community claimed by applicant



Submitted Round 5 Projects 
NOT Located Within and ARE Claiming Benefits to a 

2020 Disadvantaged 
Census  Block Group

Suggested Action: Up to the WASC’s discretion to validate whether these projects 
would provide direct benefit to disadvantaged communities if implemented.

3



Does application claim 
DAC benefit? 

Yes

Located within 2020 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No

Located within 2016 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No

Distance to nearest DAC 0.17 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 68th percentile

Park Need Low

Sorensen Park Muilti-Benefit Stormwater Capture ProjectIP

Lead: Los Angeles County Public Works
Funding Requested: $1.6M

Disadvantaged community census block groups (2020)

WASC to validate direct benefit to a 
disadvantaged community. 



Heartwell Park at Clark Channel Stormwater Capture ProjectIP

Lead: City of Long Beach
Funding Requested: $2.9M

Disadvantaged community census block groups (2020)

Does application claim 
DAC benefit? 

Yes

Located within 2020 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No (but adjacent)

Located within 2016 DAC 
Census Block Group?

No (but adjacent)

Distance to nearest DAC 0 miles

CalEnviroScreen Score 29th percentile

Park Need Low

WASC to validate direct benefit to a 
disadvantaged community. 



Moving Forward

As a WASC, you are tasked with validating whether a Project provides a “direct benefit” to 
a disadvantaged community.  Done on a project-by-project basis. 

Take into consideration:

• What you have heard from the community themselves?

• What benefits is the project providing and how are these quantified?

• What areas will experience those benefits? 

• Do the project benefits meet community-identified priorities and concerns?

• What other project-specific considerations should be taken into account? 
(E.g. community access to a site)



Interim Disadvantaged Community 

Programming Guidelines

Safe, Clean Water Program Spatial 

Data Library

Regional Program Resources on the 
SCWP Website

Resources

https://safecleanwaterla.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Interim-Disadvantaged-Community-Programming-Guidelines-20200513.pdf
https://safecleanwaterla.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Interim-Disadvantaged-Community-Programming-Guidelines-20200513.pdf
https://stantec.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=35df45808fe6470a8eff1075967c2156
https://stantec.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=35df45808fe6470a8eff1075967c2156
https://safecleanwaterla.org/regional-program-2/
https://safecleanwaterla.org/regional-program-2/


Discussion

Contact the program team at:

www.SafeCleanWaterLA.org

SafeCleanWaterLA@pw.lacounty.gov

1-833-ASK-SCWP (1-833-275-7297)

http://www.safecleanwaterla.org/
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