KB ?"'

.’ .,

- .-!-#40,. [ :-

r\ P e . o P e - ".. "3" e e
Gt 'r'\ - S b . » j"'
@ Y ’SAFE CLEA JNATER PRO ﬁ'AM LBl
7 ; ' & : ’ w:\' -4“"‘“* / : ; s .

| TS ISR f

The North Santa Monica Bay
Watershed Area Steering Committee Update

By Melina Sempill Watts
Watershed Coordinator, Safe Clean Water L.A.
June 8, 2023
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Free-range
Watershed
Reporting...

Video footage January 2023 by Watts



OUTREACH, RECENT



Ongoing Progia

2021 MS4 permit -

North Santa Monica Bay
State of the Watershed Event,
May 11, 2023
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Rosy, the Steelhead Trout
(Not Rosi Dagit the person!)

Photo by Watts
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North Santa Monia Bay “State of the Watershed 2023” Will Address S¢

By Melina Watts

Safe, clean water sounds
like cold water from a tap, like a
stream running down to the sea,
like children playing in the surf.

While the drinking water
quality for residents in the Santa
Monica Mountains and adjacent
arcas is excellent, the runoff from
irrigation and rain that travels
through our communities picks
up pollutants on the way into
natural streams and the Pacific
Ocean. This polluted run-off has
led to water quality impairments
such as sediments, nutrients (like
nitrogen and phosphorous in
fertilizers), PCB's and DDT's,
trash, and bacteria. How can our
region getto safe, clean water both
for the people in our community
and the ecosystem as a whole?

The first inaugural North
Santa Monica Bay State of the
Watershed 2023 will explore
what Agoura Hills, Calabasas,
Hidden Hills, Malibu, Westlake
Village and unincorporated Los
Angeles County such as Topanga
and the Santa Monica Mountains
are doing to improve local water
quality, increase local water
supply and use nature-based
solutions as a path to safe clean
water for people and our shared
ecosystem.

To be held in person at
Las Virgenes Municipal Water
District on Thursday, May 11,
from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. this cvent
will be available online as well.
While the event is free, scating
is limited. RSVP to lvmwd.com
on the community cvents page.

The State of the Watershed
event will start with Agoura
Hills Councilmember Jeremy
Wolf. Keynote address is from
former State Senator Fran Pavley,
followed by Aaron Ordower,
Environmental Deputy for the
Office of Supervisor Lindsey
Horvath. Dr. Katherine Peasey
from Heal the Bay will detail
rescarch focusing on the impacts
of the Woolsey Fire on water
quality and Clark Stevens from
the Resonree Conservation

Conservation District of the Santa
Monica Mountains will share
the results of the long-running
southem steelhead trout surveys
in the Santa Monica Mountains,
while considering the status of
the Malibu Lagoon 10 years after
its restoration. Richard Van Sant,
Restoration Ecologist and Project
Manager will give attendees
a look at the proposed Malibu
Creck Ecosystem  Restoration
Project with California State
Parks which proposes to remove
Rindge Dam (109 feet tall) and
cight upstream fish migration
barriers to provide vital habitat for
endangered southern steelhead
trout. Worth noting: southern
steelhead trout can take more heat
during brecding and carly life
stages, which will be of utmost
importance as the climate heats up.

Water flows freely through Malibu Pool.

Never heard of Rindge Dam?
Before 1929, Malibu  Creck
was prime habitat for southern
steclhead trout — all 70+ miles
of it. Then the Rindge Family
built a 109-foot-tall dam for their
dairy farm — which was promptly
silted up by around 1950. Since
then, the non-functional dam

has blocked access to the rest of
the creck for southern steelhead
trout, who nevertheless used the
remaining two miles of habitat
in Malibu Creck for breeding
for about 70 years. The proposed
projects would provide 16 miles
of additional habitat.

All speakers will be available
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6/6/23, 6:37 PM Watershed committee reminds region of Southern steelhead trout's critically endangered status » The Malibu Times
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Watershed committee reminds region of Southern steelhead
trout’s critically endangered status

ﬂ By SamanthaBravo May 19, 2023 © 1336 ™o

Malibu Times

Agoura Hills City Councilmember Jeremy Wolf. Photo by Samantha Bravo/TMT.

Inaugural State of the Watershed meeting provides
updates on panel’s efforts to conserve water

The North Santa Monica Bay Watershed Steering Committee held an inaugural State of the Watershed 2023 meeting
last Thursday to address its efforts in improving local water quality and the danger of Steelhead trout, also known as
the Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus, becoming extinct.

In 1997, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) listed Southern steelhead as endangered. In 2012, NMFS
desianated Malibu Creek as a hiah-orioritv recoverv river in the Southern California Steelhead Recoverv Plan. Malibu
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‘The Scuthem steelhead trout, & species of rainbow trout that swims back and forth from inland streams 1o the Pacific Ocean an s
annual spawning méssion,is now said to be extinet in Maibu Creek, but one expert spesking at a North Santa Monica Bay
Watershed symposium last week in Calabasas isnt giving up hope that the fish will make a comeback.

Biologists, i who attended the
stateof May 11 ot Las g

the ¥ protect
lacal streams and besches is producing positive resuits

Rasie Dagit, senior conservation biologist for the Resource Conservation District of the
Santa Monica Mountains, lold the mare than 100 in-person and virtus! attendees of the
conference that the hearty steelhead is down but not out

“These are the fish that we want 1o have into the future, snd support, because theyre
the ones that can handie the climate change and the temperatuse differences that are
‘coming our way. said Dagit.a key expest in the Southem California pro-ecolagy
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NSMB Strategic Outreach
and Engagement Plan

* Will be (or is) posted on Safe,
Clean Water L.A. website.

 Will be shared via North
Santa Monica Bay Watershed
newsletter.



OUTREACH, UPCOMING
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Tatiana Holden,
Tra’a Bezdecny and
| are inviting
members of the
Calabasas Mayor’s
Youth Council

AND

the Calabasas
Environmental
Commission

to be docents for
creek restoration
tours at the
Calabasas Pumpkin
Festival 2023




Photo by Watts

-

Environmental
Commission

An environm ientally healthy, harmonious community
1at places t value on the enhancement and
es f the natural env1r0| t
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| give us a 50% chance of success
_ to get vendors-access to this

(popular!) event. Stay tuned.

" Photo by @TopangaDays Instagram
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North Santa Monica Bay
State of the Watershed 2024

* Per request of Adam Carnes, The
Center for Sustainability and Business
Services, Pepperdine University ...
Invited them to host the event in
2024.

 Stay tuned.

Photo by Watts



COMMUNITY
PROJECT
CONCEPTS
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Any Interested Parties of Parkmg Lot at Mah U

Lagoon
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 Capture of stormwater from adjacent PCH and from who!qé/parking lot ) 94 % ;)E -
3 DML, ¥ M
* Removal of all impermeable pavement in parking lot ' ‘ T\ Yy '

* Addition of showers for surfers and unhoused individuals with soapy water captured via
rainwater gardens

e Capture of all run-off from cars and treatment via...

. Rainwa;cer gardens with beach-specific native plants*

* Graceful integration of view of ocean from parking lot .

» Use of gentle hill between parking lot and lagoon to stop direct stormwater flowsinto lagoon

» Seats for picnics and visiting classes between parking lot and lagoon
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Agoura Hills: MS4 Compliance Project

* Soon to break ground.
 Stay tuned!



Calabasas: Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Phase lli

Wildlife Life Conservation Board awaiting a full grant application.
Stay tuned.
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MEET AND GREET:
INCREASING WATERSHED
COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY



* Attended Zuma
Blue Flag Award
Ceremony

* Attended Agoura
Hills Community
Clean Up Day

* Continued to help

W/, support
Ij} Westlake High

! -
ézs‘ School Garden
B 9

Club




Remember

Earth Day at
Westlake Village,
Calabasas and
Pepperdine
University?

e Over 100 people signed up for
the North Santa Monica Bay
Newsletter

Photo by Watts




RAINMAKING:
CO-CREATING
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



A Beautiful Maybe...

Connected with,

Tom Ford, Santa Monica Bay National
Estuary Program

- Warren Ontiveros, Maral Tashjian and Team,
Los Angeles County Beaches and Harbor

- Are there project partnerships possible?

- Can we use the Malibu Lagoon permeable
parking lot as a model?

- Is the Wildlife Conservation Board the
answer to beach replenishment via dune
restoration projects?




