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The North Santa Monica Bay
Watershed Area Steering Committee Update



Measure W: The Safe Clean Water Program 
provides local, dedicated funding to increase 

our local water supply, improve water quality, 
and protect public health.
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Minnesota-style
Land 
Acknowledgement
What’s our plan?

Art on Buses is by Marlena Myles Art & Design; photo is by Marlena Myles



Free-range
Watershed
Reporting…

Video footage January 2023 by Watts



OUTREACH, RECENT



North Santa Monica Bay
State of the Watershed Event,

May 11, 2023
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A Holistic Snapshot of the State of the Watershed
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Rosy, the Steelhead Trout
(Not Rosi Dagit the person!)
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Daily
Valley News

Screenshot by Watts



Malibu Times

Screenshot by Watts



The Acorn, 
Front Page

Screenshot by Watts



NSMB Strategic Outreach 
and Engagement Plan

• Will be (or is) posted on Safe, 
Clean Water L.A. website.

• Will be shared via North 
Santa Monica Bay Watershed 
newsletter.
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OUTREACH, UPCOMING



• Community-led
community 
outreach

• Tatiana Holden, 
Tra’a Bezdecny and 
I are inviting 
members of the 
Calabasas Mayor’s 
Youth Council
AND
the Calabasas 
Environmental 
Commission 
to be docents for 
creek restoration 
tours at the 
Calabasas Pumpkin 
Festival 2023Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Phase III
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DIY Cistern Day 1:
Calabasas Pumpkin Festival 2023
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DIY Cistern Day 2:
Topanga Days 2024

I give us a 50% chance of success 
to get vendors access to this 
(popular!) event. Stay tuned.

Photo by @TopangaDays Instagram



North Santa Monica Bay 
State of the Watershed 2024

• Per request of Adam Carnes, The 
Center for Sustainability and Business 
Services, Pepperdine University ... 
Invited them to host the event in 
2024.

• Stay tuned.
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COMMUNITY 
PROJECT 

CONCEPTS



Exploring Setting Up Tour for L.A. County Beaches 
and Harbors, Leslie Friedman Johnson, Mike Antos, 
Any Interested Parties of Parking Lot at Malibu 
Lagoon

• Capture of stormwater from adjacent PCH and from whole parking lot

• Removal of all impermeable pavement in parking lot

• Addition of showers for surfers and unhoused individuals with soapy water captured via 
rainwater gardens

• Capture of all run-off from cars and treatment via…

• Rainwater gardens with beach-specific native plants

• Graceful integration of view of ocean from parking lot

• Use of gentle hill between parking lot and lagoon to stop direct stormwater flow into lagoon

• Seats for picnics and visiting classes between parking lot and lagoon



Accelerated Resilience L.A. Project Proprosal

Safe, Clean Water L.A. is designed to reflect community goals and values as we improve water 
quality and increase local water supply.



Agoura Hills: MS4 Compliance Project

• Soon to break ground.

• Stay tuned!

→



Calabasas: Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Phase III

Wildlife Life Conservation Board awaiting a full grant application.
Stay tuned.



MEET AND GREET: 
INCREASING WATERSHED 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY



• Attended Zuma 
Blue Flag Award 
Ceremony

• Attended Agoura 
Hills Community 
Clean Up Day

• Continued to help 
support 
Westlake High 
School Garden 
Club



Remember 
Earth Day at 
Westlake Village, 
Calabasas and 
Pepperdine 
University?

• Over 100 people signed up for 
the North Santa Monica Bay 
Newsletter
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RAINMAKING: 
CO-CREATING 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



Connected with,

- Tom Ford, Santa Monica Bay National 
Estuary Program

- Warren Ontiveros, Maral Tashjian and Team, 
Los Angeles County Beaches and Harbor

- Are there project partnerships possible?

- Can we use the Malibu Lagoon permeable 
parking lot as a model?

- Is the Wildlife Conservation Board the 
answer to beach replenishment via dune 
restoration projects?

A Beautiful Maybe…


