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Healthy Communities

= *° Meets basic needs of all

« Quality and sustainability
of environment

C4 - Adequate levels of
¢ economic and social
development

€Y« Health and Social Equity

e Social relationships that
, are supportive and
respectful
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Production of Inequities in the Built
Environment

Divestment in Siting of

Redlining Urban Core HLaaz:JlilJc;L;s

Interstate
Segregation Highway
System

Suburban Foreclosure
Investment Crisis

Selected Policies, Practices, and Procedures That Have Produced Inequities in the
Built Environment
\age source:
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Infrastructure Investments

$7.5 Billion $5.3 Billion $9 Billion

Measure
M

Transportation

$94 Million per year $860 Million per year
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Environmental Bonds Should
Equitably Benefit All Communities:

Looking Forward Based on an
Analysis of Prop 84

In 2006, California voters approved Proposition 84, a bond measure authorizir

billion in spend n projects to improve parks, natural resource protection, and water

quality, safety, and supply. Most of that money has now been spent.

‘Where was the funding spent? Who benefited? And were
funds spent according to the priorities stated in the measure
approved by voters?

Prop 84 is a good case study for examining these questions: the
measure sought to ensure equitable distribution of bond funds
by prioritizing investments in various sections. Some sections
of the measure explicitly prioritized funding for disadvantaged
communities, for example, including sections on parks and safe
drinking water, while other sections more vaguely prioritized
bond expenditures. And some sections did not prioritize
investments in any specific manner, instead allocating funds to
agencies in general categories, The results are telling,

Overall, although “local parks and urban greening” were
listed as a prionity for the bond as a whole, we found that
communities that lack parks received less funding than areas

that already have parks. And we found that rural areas, with
lower population density, received just as much funding as
urban areas with larger populations. And we found that less
Prop 84 funding has been spent in disadvantaged communities
than in communities with higher median household income.

Most importantly, we found that when priorities were clearly
spelled out, funds were spent according to those priorities. By
contrast, when priorities were only vaguely stated, we found
that spending was not closely aligned with those priorities.

We conclude that more attention should be paid to establishing
priorities, setting criteria, and using available data to shape
strategies in order to achieve more equitable distribution of
bond monies across communities. If legislators and voters
have specific priorities, such as allocating bond funding more
equitably, we need to be explicit about those priorities and




Explicit Criteria Works: AB 31 Model

Senate President Pro Tempore
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KEVIN DE LEO
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127 PARK PROJECTS

AB 31 (De Ledn, 2008)
Statewide Local Parks

Grant Program

Invested $400 million for parks
in park-poor neighborhoods
across the state.
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Los Angeles County Measure A

PARKS FUNDING MEASURE
REVENUE EXPENDITURE AND IMPLEMENTATION

15%

j 35% -~ COMMUNITY BASED PARK
o I MENT PROGRA

SAFE PARKS, REPAIRS AND

13% - UPGRADES, HEALTHY COMMUNITIES,
URBAN GREENING PROGRAM 7 2 )
) 13% . PROTECTING OPEN SPACES, /3
e © " BEACHES AND WATERSHED 35% P A R K S
PROGRAM

2 REGIONAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 3.8%
o 13% ;

" TRAIL AND ACCESSIBILITY PROGRAM |2

- o, YOUTHAND VETERAN TRAINING f 13%

{0 3.8% - AND PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES )
PROGRAM

15% - MAINTENANCE AND
SERVICING

7.2% - PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION,
INNOVATION, AND OVERSIGHT
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Strategic Opportunities
to Create a Healthy,
Equitable Land Use System
in Los Angeles

About the HEALU Networla The Healthy, Equitable, Active Land Use Network (HEALU Network) was
formed to promore policies and practices in Los Angeles’ land use system that support health and social equity.
The HEALU Network represents broad topical expertise—active transportation, parks and open space, afford-
able housing, environmental law, public health, and more—and varying approaches, from grassroots organizing
to community development to strategic policy advocacy, across Los Angeles' diverse landscape. We are joined by a
shared belief that healthy, equitable land use can be intentionally produced through strategic multi-sector action.
Together, we are commitred to building a healthier, more equitable land use system in Los Angeles.

This brief was prepared by Prevention Institute on bebalf of the Healthy, Equitable, Active Land Use Network
(HEALU Network) and represents a broad vision for achieving health equity through land use.
For a full list of HEALU Network partners and to learn more please visit www.preventioninstitute.org.
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Strategies for a Healthy Equitable Land

Use System
G

1. Increase the percentage of public funds invested
in health-promoting infrastructure in low-income
communities of color

2. Build capacity in government, the private sector,
and community based organizations for robust
community engagement in land use planning and
policymaking

3. Accelerate land use innovations and
demonstration policies and projects in low-
income communities of color, and scale up
successful pilots to drive policy change.

4. Foster cross-government collaboration to embed
health and equity in all land use decisions.
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MEASUR
MATTER

Ensuring Equitable
Implementation

of Los Angeles County
Measures

By Vanessa Carter, Manuel Pastor,
and Madeline Wander

with Robert Chlala, Natalie Hernandez,
and Edward Muha

JANUARY 2018
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Equity in Infrastructure Investments
O

Prioritize equity in infrastructure investments by addressing:

v’ Past disadvantage — close racialized gaps in a way that
improves work as well as health and economic
opportunities in vulnerable communities

v' Contemporary participation — incorporates perspectives
of vulnerable communities and supports community-
based participation and power, resulting in shared
decision making, while strengthening the entire region

v’ Future consequences — mitigates disparities likely to
emerge in the future by leveraging funding for long term
community health and organizational capacity, and
incorporates metrics and evaluation

Source: USC Program for Environmental and Regional Equity, Measures Matter: Ensuring Equitable
Implementation of Los Angeles County Measures M & A, 2018.
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Operationalizing Equity
O

Drive with equity from the start
Support grassroots groups & leadership development
Share decision making among residents, cities & agencies

il SN

Take a collaborative approach to training & technical
assistance

=

Attach government dollars to equity guidelines

o

Advance a broad regional economic and health equity
platform through all programs & policies

7. Integrate & lead across silos
8. Conduct ongoing outcomes and process evaluation

Source: USC Program for Environmental and Regional Equity, Measures Matter: Ensuring Equitable
Implementation of Los Angeles County Measures M & A, 2018.
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A Time of Opportunity:
Water, Health, and Eqmty
in the Los Angeles Region

Executive Summary
February 2018

The Los Angeles region is reimagining its water
infrastructure to meet the needs of a growing population
in the face of increasingly unreliable water supplies and
a changing climate. County leaders are working on a
multi-pronged initiative to establish a resilient water
future by increasing drought preparedness and local
water self-reliance, improving water quality to protect
public health, and advancing communities’ ability to
adapt to the effects of climate change. At the state
level, California legislators have codifi ccess to
clean, affordable, and sufficient water as a human right.?
Water issues are in the public consciousness like never
before, offering an opportunity to address longstanding
underinvestment in infrastructure and outdated
approaches to water management.

The water challenges facing the region are experienced
differently in different communities across Los Angeles
County, with low-income communities of color bearing
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“Health equity means that every
person, regardless of who they are—
the color of their skin, their level

of education, their gender or sexual
identity, whether or not they have

a disability, the job that they have,
or the neighborhood that they

live in—has an equal opportunity

to achieve optimal health.”

nanyika, Felding

the burdens of inequitable access to safe, clean, and
reliable water. While County leaders are focused on a
storm water funding measure to address their legal

WATER, HEALTH, AND EQUITY IN THE LOS ANGELES REGION




Water, Place and Equity

“Equity requires fair,
open and transparent
decision-making
processes in which all
individuals and groups
affected by water
decisions have an
opportunity to

edited by

. participate...”

Richard Warren Perry

Source: J.M. Whitely, H. Ingram & R. Warren Perry (eds.). Water, Place &
Equity. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2008.
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Water, Place and Equity

“Everyone’s opportunity
to affect policy
outcomes is not equally
weighted. Some are
provided more
opportunities while
others are victims to
others’ decisions.”

edited by

John M. Whiteley
Helen Ingram
Richard Warren Perry

Source: J.M. Whitely, H. Ingram & R. Warren Perry (eds.). Water, Place &
Equity. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2008.
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Building Capacity for Equitable
Participation
G

* Target investments in community-based anchor
organizations

* Prioritize engagement in “high need” or “disadvantaged”
communities

* Develop and formally adopt inclusive outreach and public
engagement standards

* Develop inclusive engagement practices for major land
use projects

* Coordinate community engagement across agencies

* Equip people who already have strong community
engagement skills to become civic leaders and decision
makers
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Other Best Practices
L

* Create relevant, accessible data that identifies issue hot-
spots and opportunities in relation to health and social
disadvantage

e Partner with and invest in low-income communities of
color to build community capacity, organizational
infrastructure, authentic leaders and ownership

e Start where the community is at with an issue and make
connections between your issue and their needs

 Work at the intersection of the issue and community
priorities such as good paying jobs, public safety, youth
development and community amenities
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Benefits of Partnering with CBOs
G

* Finding a common language with residents on water
issues connected to individual and community health
needs

* Implementing culturally- and community-relevant
strategies for engaging residents on environmental health
and infrastructure issues

* Establishing a level of resident trust in discussions and
decision-making on water-related matters

* Building a regional constituency for water solutions led by
youth and adult resident leaders of low-income and
Latino, African American and Asian American
communities.
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If there is no
struggle, thereis no
progress.

--Fredrick Douglass, 1857
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For more information :
Elva Yanez — elva reventioninstitute.or
Manal Aboelata — manal@preventioninstitute.org
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